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President opens new hut

behind Irby Village Hall

N idea which was imtiated about eight years ago reached
fruition on Saturday alterncon when a new headquarters-
foe ihe st Thurstaston Boy Scout Group was opened at the
rear of lrby Yillage Hall by Mr. A. |. Kentish Barnes, president
of the West Wirral Local Boy Scouts' Association.
A well cquipped wooden building, measuring 60(t. by 30ft
:nd containing scven “dens”—for the Scouters, Rovers and
Semor Scouts, Cubs and the four patrols—as well as a com-
modious main hall, kitchen and toilets, the cost has been kept
down 1o abeut £2.000 duc to the many hours ol voluntary
labuur put in by membets of the Group and the Group Com-

mulice.

Outhiming the long proftss by
which they had obiuined their
awn hecadquasters, Mr.: Y
Frankhin, chairman of the Grogy
Cummittee, said that the Group,
~hich was lounded in 1933 and
na¢ been active =ver since except
lar .he war years, had met in
various places, including, mcre
recentiy, lrby Methodist Chufﬁh

Hzll, where th:y had been very
happy but resiricted because they
could waly nave it once a week

Alter about eight years;, of
raiuing mancy and looking fog.-a
site, they obtained the site fwom
the Village Hall Committee - 3
year age, and the building arrized]
or the site, which had been pre-
parcd the previous month,™ in
February, The shell was erected
im 2 w~cck-end and since theny
inev I'zd been working on thed
ntecior and making the roada

They still had to line the rael]

fREMENDOUS INTEREST -

Gpernng  the building, M.
Kentish Barnes paid tribute - 1o
tremendous interest taken by a
number ol helpers since thé
Group was relormed in  1948:
i s«ho  had  helped and
brough! the Group up to el
present high  standard included
Mr oand Mrs. E. V. Martin, Mr.]
Walter Eflinghan, Mr. [. W
Ratciifle, the preseat  Group

Scouvtmaster, Mr. Fred “Wakeham,|
Mr. E. Roberts and the late Mr.|
Harry Horschield.

ToJay the strength consisted
¢l .o Clubs, 26 5Scouts and 8
Rovirs and the Cubs had a
wait.an hist: n the near I'ulul‘:
a Leiwor Scont section was to
Le siarted, Those who helped and|
tacght them included Mr. Horn,
Messes, Tony and Peter Martin,
Mr Eric  Jones, Mr. Frank
Holland, Mr. Arthur Mews, Mr]
Cehn Raclife and Mr. John
Mclend

vlier Sister Rhoda of the Irb\l
M suon had tad a prayer, Mrs.
Kentish DBaines was presented
with a bouquet ol chrysanthe-
mumns by one of the Cubs.

Thanking Mr. and Mrs.
Kentish  Darnes, Mr. Ratclifle
also pad  tribute w0 former
workers for the Group, some of
whom hal tiavelled considerable
distances 'o be wvresent: they
included Mr. E. Turner [rom
Scotlang, 1. *nd Mrs. Scott, a

furmer  ticasurer  and  Group
cummeiiee vember respectively,
i 'I\-..i rersy frars Tandean  sad

Mr Ellacd amoe rl’-"‘-\:\ﬂ

STILL WORK TO DO

They were still faced with
lining the roof and installing *vive
guards on the windows and wall

acquinng its owa headquarters.
MNow' they had got it, he hoped
they would use it: every boy
spending his time there was one
boy less doing mischiel some-
where else but, even more, it
would give the boys something
on which they would ook back
with pride.

THANKS BADGES

Mr. Ratcliffe then presented
Scouts thanks badges to Mr.
Franklin, chairmaf; Mr. K. R.
Morion, hon, secretary; ahd Mr.
R. B. Smith, hon. treasurer of
the Groun Committee; and boxes
of chocolates to Mrs. Stephenson
and Mrs. L. Meadows, represent-
ing the ladies' committee. A pre-
sentation was also made by Scout
David Gardner on behall of the
Group to Mr. Pollard in apprecia-
tion of his help in providing
transport to camp,

On view following the opening
were thirty-five colour trans-
parencies taken by Mr. Celin
Ratcliffe showing progress on the
erection of the headquarters.

sealing lo protect the walls. To
finance these and the mainten-
ance of the headquarters they
planned to hold a jumble sale,
an autumn fair and monthly barn
dances and coflee mornings.

Mr. Ratcliffe appealed for a
Scoutmaster to take over the
Senior Scouts when they are
relormed and went on to pay
tribute to the support given by
the Rev. Gerald Tedcastle,
minister  of Irby Methodist
Church.

Only other speaker was the
District Commissioner, Mr. R, O.
Freeman, who said the District
was proud to have aay group
that would tarkle su.h a job as
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A guard of honour of Scouts and Cubs greets Mr, A. J. Kentish Barnes, president of West Wirral

Local Boy Scouts’ Association, as he arrives to open the new headquarters of the Ist Thurstaston

Scout Group at the rea; of Irby Village Hall on Saturday. Left to right are Mr. J. W, Ratclifie, ‘

Group Scoutmas*sr, M1, and Mrs, Kentish Barnes and Mr. W. Franklin, chalrman of the qup.
Comr «ttee. —Photro, by Guyse Williams




