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It really does not seem like a month ago that I wrote my last piece but here I am putting pen to paper (well
typing) for this month’s contribution. September has been a busy start to our term, first up was a return to 4 th
Moreton for their annual all section cooking competition in memory of Angela McClure. The young people
were given a selection of food to conjure up a culinary delight. I have had many versions of stuffed peppers
but never an onion. It was different! But most of all once they got their fires going and proceeded to cook a
version of meat balls with veg and all the judges lived, we have to say well done to the young people. The
highlight was a chocolate banana with oranges, the banana had neat cuts with the chocolate in one section
and the orange in the other and it was lovely.
The following weekend was a busy one. On Friday the District were at Overchurch for their AGM/presentation
and I was pleased to award a number of Chief Scout awards across each section and see loads of Beavers,
Cubs and Scouts getting awards. The next day (my Birthday) I was up early and off to see the Beavers setting
up camp at 1st Thurstaston. I was pleased to see 1st Thurstaston, 3rd Heswall and Overchurch with around 20
young people. The Beavers were busy collecting wood and trying to build the camp fire, moving kit into tents
and generally running around with loads of energy. Thanks to Jayne and her team and I am sure she will go
into more detail later. It was then back home to catch the first of the football before setting off to Tawd Vale
to visit our Explorers at the Moot. All I can say about the Moot is it’s an experience and although I have now
visited a few times I am amazed at the number of young people who attend and take part in a multitude of
activities.
In between the meetings I was pleased to visit 1st Frankby Greasby to present Colin Ratcliffe his Wood Badge.
The next weekend it was back to 4th Moreton for their AGM/presentation evening and another evening of
young people winning awards for all manner of Scouting Skills. I was pleased to Award Stacey and Philip
McClure and Mark MacKay their Wood Badges and Shelagh Nugent her Wood Badge for her GSL Role.
The next day was the penultimate AGM of the season with a visit to 2nd Greasby outside in the lovely
sunshine. Once again it was nice to see what a full programme they had and the pictures from the Scouts
Summer Camp were wonderful as they splashed and walked their way around the Lakes at Great Towers.
The following week started with Explorer Young Leader Training module A (this is the most boring) but we still
got 9 even though we run it every 3 months or so. It’s nice to see the young people interact and discuss issues
about young people younger than themselves and their views.
The weekend quickly appeared and District Cub Camp had arrived with a very international theme as the Cubs
visited countries and learnt something about them. I have to say the Bhajis at India (2nd West Kirby) were fab
and the Cubs seemed to love the clay modelling. Well done to Sue and the Cub Leader team for organising it. I
stayed for tea with 4th Moreton (thank you guys) then attended the Camp Fire where I awarded Liz Hughes
her wood beads before leaving the Cubs to sing themselves hoarse.
The next day, contrary to what you may have seen on Facebook, I was studying the skills of the teams who
took part in the Scout District 5 a side. It’s hard work and the sun was just at the right height. Well done to all
the teams who took part and to Steve for organising it.
I know the next is technically in October but I have to mention the Beavan Challenge 2015, I have submitted a
more detailed account later with the results. Once again it was a fantastic weekend with this year 34 teams
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attending. Yes you read that correctly a total of just over 130 young people. Before the presentations I awarded
Geoff Back and Alan Parr their Wood Badges.
Whilst all these events went on, I am pleased to say that the District has now purchased Archery equipment
and we have Richie and Mark who can run sessions. They will put some contact details in the Horn and how to
arrange a session and the costs. Starting next year we will run some all day sessions and book people in for
hourly slots. This equipment is a District resource and we will be able to run indoor, outdoor sessions
depending on size and suitability, it may be possible to bring to your HQ or grounds.
I am also pleased to welcome Karen Milnes and Paul Beard to our team. They ran a few climbing sessions for
Scouts and Explorers through the summer months at Irby Quarry. We will be setting some dates for sessions on
climbing but also some walking training days /weekends which will eventually lead to some adventurous
walking in Wales.
Thanks to all the invitations to presentations, investitures and the like and keep them coming. If I can’t make it
we will try and get someone from District along.
Carry on the excellent work and see you all soon.....

Phill

Anyone aged 18-25 in West Wirral are invited to join us for our Network launch. It's being
held at 1st Frankby Greasby (a big thanks to them for letting us use their headquarters) on
December 4th. With Christmas being only a few days after our launch we thought we'd bring
along the festive cheer. And what better way than a Hawaiian themed bbq, so finest
Hawaiian shirts and Hula necklaces!
It will be possible for people to stay over, there's a building or if you're feeling brave you can
always bring tents.
During the night we'll be collecting your ideas about what you would like to see from West
Wirral Network.
Oh, and of course, its byob.
Contact jimmi06@hotmail.co.uk
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Beavan Challenge 2015
This year’s Challenge the 37th, a record number of teams in recent times took place with a total
of 34, 15 Junior, 11 Senior and 8 Explorers and some new teams from Birkenhead and Crosby
entering. It was not just a challenge for the teams entering but for the team behind the scenes
as well.
On Friday, the evening did not start very well with a crash on the A51 and many people
struggling to get to the site. But all arrived eventually and safe to set up Camp for the
weekend’s activities.
Saturday morning broke with a low mist and a chill, the camper’s breakfasts were being
cooked, dishes washed and bases finalised for the long day ahead. The first off site were the
Senior Hikers being bused out to Little Budworth at 8.30am to be given instructions on how to
get back to site. 2 buses shuttled them and the Explorers out over the next hour. Whilst at 9am
the Air Rifles Archery and First Aid bases started with Groups of Juniors moving here there and
everywhere making sure they arrived on time. At 10 the Biking started on a slightly longer
course (well that’s what some of the competitors thought). The hikers started returning in dribs
and drabs throughout the late morning just in time for lunch and the start of their afternoon
activities. Then 1.30pm its time to bus out the Junior teams out for their Hike (they had an hour
longer to complete) it is a bit worrying when they walk without looking at the map. As the
evening approached and Groups returned to camps for tea their thoughts turned to this year’s
camp challenge and why they needed a waterproof. Well at 8pm the first teams found out as
the Juniors (4 at a time) took on the water tube. For those who have never seen it, it’s a
drainage pipe 5ft long with holes drilled around it. The young people have to cover all the holes
whilst another fills the tube with water to raise the ping pong ball inside. Get it to the top you
win easy. No! Only 1 team this year 5th Heswall in the Seniors, completed though we did have
a few near misses all around.
Sunday arrived, much like Saturday, and first out today was the Kayaking on the lake (which
due to all the teams had to run well past lunch). First Aid and Archery started a little later and
the final day was on the home straight. The mist lifted tents were dropped sites started to clear
as one by one the teams competed the Challenge up until only the final scores needed adding
up. Before I give the results some stats 34 teams consisting of 133 young people took part in 7
activities over 2 days
They walked 625.1 miles, (plus a couple more for those that got lost)
Shot 804 arrows (only 372 hit the target),
Shot 798 pellets,
Used 34 bandages and did not save 12 (service team volunteers) who walked over a cliff as
they had noticed the shock
Rode 452 laps, a distance of 476 Km a total of 49hrs 4 minutes and 53 seconds on the Bike
circuit aps and well we don’t know how much water they used in the Camp Challenge, but it
was a lot to achieve in their participation of this year’s Beavan Challenge.
The Winners are
Junior 5th Heswall
Senior 1st Frankby Greasby
Explorers West Wirral Explorers (same team as last year)
Well done to all who took on the Challenge and we look forward to seeing you again next year.
All that remains for me to say is a big THANK YOU to the team who helped prepare the
weekend and those that joined us at the weekend to help run the events. Without you all none
of the above would have been possible, and I look forward to our planning sessions for next
year’s Event.
Phill
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Very occasionally I visit the cinema and I would imagine that many of you are more frequent visitors
than I. Sitting there I enjoy the whole experience especially the previews of future films to be shown.
I often say to myself “Oh I must see that one” or “that’s one not to miss” however in reality I rarely
do remember to return! When I go to shopping to the supermarket and passing down the aisle
containing the D.V.D.’s I then realise that it’s been that long since I went to the cinema the film “I
must see” is now out as a D.V.D.
I do enjoy a good adventure film and I am a great fan of “Indiana Jones” series, one of my favourites
is “Indiana Jones and the Last Crusade”! When he follows in his father’s footsteps in search of the
Holy Grail. The climax of the film is when he has to choose out of many ornate, gold and jewel
encrusted chalices to pick to right one which was used by the King of Kings.
Indiana was to make his choice, what would a carpenter use, he chooses the correct one a simple
cup and saves himself and his father.
You have all made a Scouting choice, not a jewel encrusted one but a simple honest one to serve
others, to live up to a promise made in your personal crusade.

“May your God help you in the choice of service to others and keeping a promise made.”

“AARON”
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The Wirral Horn.
I attended the launch of an historical book about the Wirral Forest and the Wirral Horn that was the
symbol of the Master Forester. As part of the proceedings they presented the Mayor of Wirral with a
replica of the original horn, which still exists, carved from the wood of an ancient oak tree which was
over 500 years old. This will be kept in the Mayor’s Parlour.
I had been invited to represent West Wirral District Scouts because we use the Wirral Horn as the
emblem of our District.

Brian Tucker
District Chairman

Grant
As a pensioner of Royal Insurance I have the opportunity of applying for a grant of £500 if I have
been working for a charity for a while and put in a good number of hours. In Scouting that is not too
difficult, so I applied for the grant to go towards the archery equipment that the District was
purchasing. I was successful and presented the cheque to the DC at the Beavan on Sunday at the
archery base.
I will be sending the photograph to the company in the hope that it will get published in their
newsletter.

Brian Tucker
District Chairman
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On the weekend of the 12th and 13th September 3 Beaver Colonies attended the District Beaver camp,
this was held at 1st Thurstaston H.Q. We had 26 Beavers and 11 leaders.
On the Saturday the Beavers arrived at 10am, with the opening ceremony being held at 10:30. The
theme for the camp was Beaver skills. They all received the Camp craft activity badge. The Beavers
were split into 4 groups which they stayed in for all the bases. The Beavers learnt how to collect the
right sort of wood and light a fire, on which they cooked Chocolate Brownies in an orange, another
base involved putting up a hike tent, and they also put up their own tents; with some help. The 3 rd
base was simple pioneering, using
lolly ice sticks, coloured Loom bands
and Play-doe. The 4th base was
simple knots e.g. a reef knot and a
figure of 8. After tea we took the
Beavers on a walk around
Harrockwood and the surrounding
fields. When we returned back to
camp the Beavers got into their
pyjamas with their camp
blankets and sat by the camp fire
singing camp fire songs and eating
toasted marshmallows. They then
went into the hut and watched a
D.V.D. before going to bed.

On the Sunday morning after Breakfast we had Scouts own, the Beavers then took part in different
experiments after which they received their Experiment badge. Here are 3 of the experiments that
we did;- Volcano eruption, Static electricity and planting Cress seeds in little pots. After lunch the
Beavers packed away their belongings and helped take down their tents. We finished with a Closing
ceremony at 2pm, the Beavers were then returned to their parents. Each Beaver received a small
camp gift.
Don’t forget the Christmas craft day on Saturday 14 th November. Please let me know if your Colony
will be attending, your likely numbers and what craft you will be bringing, please will you let me know
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by Friday 23rd October.
Beaver Carol service and Christmas party, Sunday 6th December 1:45 till 4:30. Please let me know if
your Colony will be attending and how many Beavers, there will be so that I can order the presents,
no later than Saturday 14th November.
Thank you.
Jayne Oliver A.D. C. Beavers
0151 648 1754 or 07949457622
Email:-oliverjn@talktalk.net
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So……..Where did the last Month go?
We had a fantastic District Cub Camp at Queen Charlotte Wood with the sun out for the whole weekend. The
‘Around the World’ themed bases were great. Matt and I learned all-sorts of interesting things and enjoyed
every one of them. Thanks to Sue and her team for their organisation, Alan for a wonderful camp fire and to
all the leaders involved for making it a memorable experience for the Cubs
The ‘Tug O War’ competition was part of the camp on the Sunday morning and congratulations to the winners
2nd West Kirby who overcame 1st Thurstaston in the final and to 1st Frankby Greasby for finishing in third
place. I’ll be dropping in with your certificates over the next week or two.
As part of West Wirral Active Support I helped out at the Beavan Challenge which was well attended by
Scouts from across the County. This fantastic event is getting bigger and bigger each year and is something for
our cubs to look forward to when they move up into Scouts.
By the time this edition is with you we will have had our Cub Section outing to Chester Zoo so I’ll let you know
how that went next time.
This year the Safety Poster competition theme is Computer Safety.
Entries need to be with me by the swimming gala and the usual rules apply of one poster per six and one six
will be chosen to represent their pack at the Grand Final in March.
The Children in Need Splash Party is taking place at Europa Pools on Saturday 14th November from 16.00 to
17.30 with time to get changed before and after. Please note the time as this is different to previous years to
fit in with the pools new opening hours.
Our Carol Service will take place on 7th December at Holy Family Church, Pensby, full details will be circulated
once the details are finalised.
After the success of the 10 Pin Bowling Competition last year we have decided to do it all again and it will be
on Thursday 17th December at 6.30 in the Riverside Bowl, New Brighton
I’ll be getting round to say Hi to all packs over the next few Months but if you have anything you would like
me to do or if I can help you in any way with anything please let me know.
A reminder of the dates for the coming year - Full details will follow:-
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2015
District Outing to Chester Zoo

31st October

Children in Need Splash Party

14th November

Cub Carol Service – Holy Family Church

7th December

10 Pin Bowling

17th December
2016

CSL Meeting – 1st Frankby Greasby 20.30

11th January

Cub Centenary Thank you Party – 1st Thurstaston

16th January

5-a-side - Leasowe

23rd January

Swimming Gala – Leasowe

21st February

Poster Competition Presentation

TBC March

st

CSL Meeting – 1 Barnston 20.30

18th April

District Outing TBC

23rd April

District Skills Day / District Hike

21st May

District Cub Camp

TBC June

Andy Longstaff
ADC Cubs
Mobile - 07766 743074
Home - 0151 648 2822
e-mail – arl@hfcl.co.uk
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One of our Scouts from 1st West Kirby (Josh) and a friend were
walking home from School on Wednesday after an after school
club when they found a member of the public face down and
unconscious on the floor up a country footpath. Josh was able to
jump into action with his friend and were able to call an
ambulance and they went to find some adults to help them get
him into the recovery position and waited with him until the
ambulance arrived. "This goes to show how important first aid
education is, I'm incredibly proud that a scout was able to put the
training he has got from us unto action and saved a life. It also
shows how important it is to teach young people life saving skills
in schools and other youth clubs! Everyone should take time to
learn the most simple of life saving skills." Matt Jones, First
Response Course Director.
The district have visited Josh at his Scout troop to tell him how
proud we are of his amazing work! Well Done Josh and his friend
he was with for your quick thinking and using your life saving skills! Don't forget to get in touch with Matt
Jones to arrange for a member of the team to come and run an emergency aid staged activity badge night
for your Beavers, Cubs, Scouts or Explorers!
Matt
First Response Course Director
M: 07849619475
E: matthewjones.DCSL@outlook.com

First Response Training
First Response is the course for all adult leaders that do not have a recognised first aid qualification from
an outside provider. As many of you will know West Wirral have been running our own First Response
Courses for 12 months now and have another planned for Saturday 28th November 2015, due to certain
circumstances there is a limit of 10 places on this course, courses in 2016 will recommence with a full 1820 places.
As the above article demonstrates First Aid is a lifesaving skill that we would like every member, young
and old, in the district to know! So please do get in touch if you'd like to book on to this course or if you
would like a member of our team to visit your Beavers, Cubs, Scouts or Explorers to run an emergency aid
staged badge or if you would like to borrow the district resuscitation manikins.
Matt Jones
First Response Course Director
M: 07849619475
E: matthewjones.DCSL@outlook.com
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On 12th July 2015 three patrols participated in the annual Backwoods Cooking Competition which was
hosted this year by 3rd Heswall. Scouts from 1st Frankby Greasby, 5th Heswall and 1st West Kirby troops
competed in patrols of six. Each patrol had to construct their own shelter, build a fire and cook a two course
meal and hot drink using only food provided and without utensils.
We had a guest Chef Stephen from L20 Hotel School join us again for a third year for the judging, and the
Scouts all produced excellent dishes. Winning patrol on the day was 5th Heswall, and individual winner of
the Most Outstanding Scout was Sophie B, also of 5th Heswall.
The first half term of the new year has already been
packed with activities. We held the 5 A Side football in
Thornton Hough on the village green pitches, and
everyone had a fantastic day. Steve officiated on the
day; here is his report from the afternoon.
"This years 5aside Football District Competition took
place at Thornton Hough, the sun came out and just a
slight breeze blowing, so a good day to play football. We
had 4 teams playing from 3 troops. The football was
competitive but played sportingly, no red or yellow cards
being issued from the referees. There was an extra
match played between one set of games the referees ( young leaders ) played 4 adults, this match ended in a nil nil
draw. The final of the Scout competition was between 1st Frankby Greasby and 4th Heswall, this was a good final with
everyone expecting 4th to be victorious but no the opposition was to much and they lost the game. The only downside
to the competition was the lack of other troops taking part. So well done Frankby Greasby this years champs." Steve
Arbon ADCS

Many troops entered this years Beavan Challenge,
which had 34 teams participating in total. The Junior
Scout category was won by 5th Heswall and the Senior
category was won by 1st Frankby Greasby,
congratulations!
On 10th October we held our annual Patrol Leaders
Training & District Forum. We had a record 21 Scouts
complete PL training this year which was brilliant to
see. Activities included an obstacle assault course,
decision making, understanding being a PL at camp
( where also they learnt how to wash dishes!) and team
games including the Celebrity Scout Challenge where
patrols were tasked to create a catwalk model of Andy
Murray, David Beckham, Bear Grylls, and Sir Paul
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McCartney, out of nothing but newspaper. The Scouts went away with smiles on their faces having made new friends,
learnt new skills, increased in confidence and having had their say about what Scouts do here in West Wirral.
Our next event will be the annual Scout section campfire on 13th November, and we hope to try and have a section
activity for Christmas although this is still in discussion at the moment.
We are aiming to visit as many troops as we can to see what is happening out and about in the District. We have
already visited 1st West Kirby where the Scouts were learning first aid and Hilbre where we were asked to play the part
of the dragons as the Scouts pitched ideas for a troop activity in a Dragons Den style debate. We thoroughly enjoyed
both visits and are looking forwards to more as the term continues.

Jenny Peek ADC(S)
adcjenny@westwirralscoutteam.com
http://www.westwirralscoutteam.com
http://www.twitter.com/WestWirralScout
http://www.facbook.com/WestWirralScout

Please remember that the next deadline for articles for the
Christmas edition of the Wirral Horn is the 10th November 2015
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Since Explorers returned from their summer break in September, we have had a packed program.
23 Explorers attended the 40th Mersey Moot weekend camp at Tawd Vale, and enjoyed all the various activities
e.g. clay pigeon shooting, archery, Segway, giant inflatables and rifle shooting to name a few. They entered
teams in the 6 a side football, Volleyball and the Super Mooter. On the Friday evening there was a band
Insanity Beach and karaoke. Saturday evening there was a barn dance and disco, there was also fancy dress. All
the Explorers and leaders had a great time.
Both units had a joint evening of wide games in Royden Park.
There has been young leader training which covered Module A: – ‘Prepare for Take-off’
The Moreton unit have learnt about knife safety and rules. They whittled a stick and roasted an apple on an
open fire.
The Heswall unit had an outdoor film night.
The Moreton unit improved their map and first aid skills.
We entered 3 teams in the Beavan challenge, the
activities ranged from rifle shooting, archery, mountain
biking, first aid, hiking and the camp challenge which
naturally involved getting wet.
West Wirral unit won the Kayaking and overall winner
in the Explorer section.
All the Explorers and leaders had a great time.
The Moreton unit under took the driving theory test,
with mixed results!!
The Heswall unit did pioneering at 1st Frankby Greasby:
– This will go towards the pioneering badge.
Future Events
Joint Night hike: – the Explorers themselves are planning the route!!
Joint Bonfire night at the Heswall unit
Joint shelter building at Royden Park
I would like to welcome Betty Wilson and Steve Wilmot to the Explorer leader team.
Yours in Scouting
Paul Oliver
District Explorer Scout Administrator
Heswall & Moreton District Units
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The Activity Centre
Number Club Draw
The draw has taken place and the winners are:OCTOBER
1st Joyce Hales
2nd Audrey Greenhalgh
3rd Andrew Cain
4th Maureen Tucker
Their cheques are in the post
Congratulations
So have you got your numbers yet?
If you don’t have your numbers yet contact
Christine Kenyon
0151 677 1820
christine.kenyon@talktalk.net

Wouldn’t you like to take part in the draw for only £1 a month?
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ARCHERY
Archery is now available for Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Explorers & Network within West Wirral
Scout District.
We are currently able to run sessions for up to a maximum of 12 per instructor and are available
from just £20 per session either run of an evening or on a Saturday.
Sessions can be run at various locations around the district and we will come and assess your HQ
at time of booking.
For further details and bookings contact Richie Thornley or Mark Mackay by email at
westwirral.archery@gmail.com
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2015
October
1

Merseyside Scouts Conference & AGM

2/4

Geoffrey Beavan Challenge

Forest Camp

9/11

The Feast of Lanterns

Tawd Vale

17

Beaver Skills Day

St. Andrews

30/1

Scarefest

Gilwell Park

31

District outing for Cubs

Chester Zoo

November
13

Scout Campfire

14

Beaver Christmas Craft Day

St. Chads, Irby

14

Children in need Splash Party

To be confirmed

18

District Executive

DHQ

21

Charity Post Stamps on Sale Today

28

First Response Course

19.45

December
6

Beaver Carol
Party
St. Andrews
If Service
you are& planning
an event please
let me

7

Charityhave
Post Sorting
Office
opensit can be added to the diary.
the date
so that

7

Cubs Carol Service

16

Last Posting Day for Charity Post

17

Cubs Ten Pin Bowling

Holy Family Church

2016
January
11

CLS’s meeting

1st Frankby Greasby

16

Cubs Centenary Thank you Party

1st Thurstaston

23

Cubs 5-a-side

Leasowe

7

Please submit your articles for the next Newsletter by
County Patrol Leaders Day10th February 2013

21

Cubs Swimming Gala

February

Leasowe
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20.30

WOW!
Loads of articles with lots of photographs were submitted this month—thank you.
Can I remind everyone that it is much easier for me to arrange the articles and photographs in the
Newsletter if the text is sent as a WORD file and the photographs are attached as separate JPEG
files. By all means indicate where the photos should be placed, relative to the text, as this will
help me get them in the right place.
Kind regards,
Eddie
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