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From the District Commissioner
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NANforms coming in for all your camps later in the year.

Preparation is also coming along nicely for our District Camp
(although we still need a few adults on the service team if anyone
can help?), and it is looking like being a fantastic camp.

In March | attended the County Conference and as you will have
seen our member numbers have grown, not just in our District but
across the County. We aim to build on this by supporting sections
and trying to bring the existing sections up to capacity.

At the keginning of April | attended the National Conference at
Warwick which was working towards 2018 ideas and our way
forward. This was a full on weekend and thoroughly enjoyable as
well.

| spent an enjoyable afternoon at the Great Escape, Tawd Vale
visiting6 of our Groups. The weather was fantastic but | believe
the night was cold. Thanks to Jenny and Steve for organising a
base and a special thanks to the young Leaders from 1st
Thursatston for all their help.

Just areminder thatthe District AGMisthis month as well agur
District Camp and the Scout Shelterbox Challendeok forward
to seeing you there.

Finally I am pleased to say we are makingads into the training
recordsand on the back of that Q @ & nufhBeii of WoodBadges
to award, butwe still have a long way tmgo please help us to

help you and get yourself booked onto some training courses.

Phill



| T6S WEST WI RRALG
DISTRICT AGM

Thursday 18 May 2017
Heswall Hall

I'f 1tds not already in your
itds a great night for soci
Exec and people from other groups, seeing
people win hard earned awards and YES it
open to everyone.

Youbre welcome, itds your
along and join in J
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Notes from District:

Wirral Active Support is looking for some help:

District AGM 0 Thursday 18th May
Help required: Serving Tea, Coffee and biscuits
Need 2 people to giv e me a hand if possible, please J

Thanks in advance, Glenys

6DI STRI CT AGMO
Nominations for the District Executive Committee

At the Annual General Meeting, Thursday 18th May 2017, we will
be electing the District Treasurer, District Secretary and committee
members to sit on the District Executive Team.

All members of the District are asked to submit nominations for
election to the District Executive Committee.

The elected members do not represent individual Scout Groups or
Sections. They play a full part as members of the District Executive
Committee but their particular role is to represent the interest of all
members in the District.

All Scouters, Administrators, Section Assistants, Skill Instructors,
Advisers, Members and Associate members of the Scout
Association within West Wirral are eligible for nomination.

Please give this matter some thought and take the opportunity to
nominate a person you feel suitable to fulfil any of these roles.

Please ensure you have asked your nominee and that they are
prepared to stand, before submitting his/her name. The Committee
generally meets 5 times a year at District Headquarters.

Please submit your nominations to i Ann Ledson
10 Dodd Ave, Wirral, CH49 1RR
by Friday 21st April 2017.




AGM Dateswithin the District:
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Another Thought From Aaron

Job descriptions give  a precise resume of what a role
involves to all those who wish to apply and often describes
the positives, negatives and the responsibilities involved.

What do you think about this o0job des
you apply?

It was in 1914 when Ernest Shackleton placed an advert

which readé Men wanted for a hazardou
wages, months of darkness, extreme cold, ever present

danger,returnex t r emel y doubt f ul 0. That was
described the voyage to the Antarctic. Surprisingly many

men did apply to join the expedition. They set sail on the

vessel OEnduranced6 which became trapp
and ten months later it sank. The crew had a Iready

abandoned ship to live on the ice. All the expedition

members survived and returned home in 1916. Do you agree

the job description omitted nothing, did it!

| wonder how you would describe your various roles in
Scoutingand what youdtdhpbbdjdescriptiono.

OWanted honest, hardworking, enthusiastic, capable, willing
to inspire others and prepared to work without financial
reward. Age immaterial, unlimited contract, unsociable hours,
some weekend working involved. Rewarding work
guaranteed! 6

Ithinkthat & snlya very small part of the O0job descr
you all undertake and  yet incredibly there are many of you
who applied.

"May you God keep you in the centre of his love as you give
your devotion to othersé

AARON



Hereds wishing you all a Happy

your break and are getting recharged for the summer term J

| 6ve had some great news/ stori

them coming, i1itds great to see

pictures of all your outings and achievements.

Keep up the good wor kaneamazingy o n e

job, and itds great being abl e
stories J

I look forward to receiving your next instalments, remember
the deadline is submissions is still the 10" of every month.

Until next month . . .

Yours in Scouting

Janet Jones
Wirral Horn Editor

Email: janetscout@gmail.com
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pid you Know?2?
The Scout Association i (Facebook Page: 11.04.17)

We're celebrating more volunteers
than ever before,

& &

N\~

but we still need more.

Scouting now has the largest number of volunteers than we've
had in our entire history! The annual Census figures are out
and show us that there's an incredible amount of volunteers in
Scouting, but that with a sky-high waiting list for young people,
we still need more.

Hereds a snapshot of the top

Total membership today is 618,000 up by 7.8% from last
year ds tot al of 573, 943!

Wedre in our twelfth year of
continues to be the largesteducatioal youth movement in the
UK. There are now457,000 young people involved in Scouting

fact ¢

me mb e

across the UK, which means 457, 00(
being enriched with Scouting skills to help better prepare them for

the future.
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UK Scouting now has astaggering 154,000 volunteers the
largest numbers of volunteers in our entire history!

This correlates with Scoutingb6
volunteering, allowing more adults to help out casually. While this
number is certainly an i mpress
many more volunteers as we can get our hands on. Scaiting
becoming increasingly popular and although we have more
volunteers than ever before, t
Commi ssioner Tim Kidd says: 6I
make a difference to the lives of young people in their communities
to give Scouting a go. We know that not having enough time is the
main barrier to volunteering among adults, which is why we want
to make it easier by offering flexibility in a range of roles from
Scout group leaders to administrative and trustee pasitiod

The waiting list for young people wanting to join has
skyrocketedto 51,000t he hi ghest i tds evVe

On the one hand, itdos wonder fu
keen to join in the fun and how popular the Movement is, but on
the other had, it means there are still a lot of young people
currently missing out. Despite having the largest number of

vol unteers weobdbve ever had, t he
join has continued to grow. |If
volunteer, viny not become one and help ensure more young people
benefit from the opportunities Scouting offers?

The Cub section is currently the most popular of all Scouting
sections.

There are 158,000 members of the Cub section and nearly 2,000
have joined in théast 12 months.

The top 10 fastest growing locations (by percentage of overall
Scouting membership) in the UK in 201516 are:

1 Mid Glamorgan
1 Northumberland
1 County Londonderry



Snowdonia and Anglesey
Durham

Lincolnshire

Norfolk

Avon

Merseyside J

Central Yorkshire

=A =4 =8 -8 -8 - -

Thanks to everyone involved in Scouting for your hard work over

the past year, your adventurous nature and dedication to making
Scoutingan incredible experience for all young people. These
results are a testament to everyor
Scouting community across the UK.

Merseyside County Scouts ga iiﬁ
- 12 April at 21:3 -
=

MERSEYSIDE

Congratulations to our St George's Day Award recipients.
It was a real pleasure to celebrate your special recognition this
evening.

A few familiar faces, including our very own Brian Tucker from
West Wirral, looking very proud
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BEAVERS

C2tt26Ay3 2y FTNRBY flad Y2yidl
fromtheW. S| @ Shelddn Friddy flEMarch, at the
Explorer hut. 5 Colonies attesd




Here are some dhe skills that the Beavers took part in
during the day

map ard compass

packing a rucksack

first aid

mini pioneeringusing spaghettand marshmallows
tent pitching

building the tallest tower usinglastic cups and litter
pickersknots

= =4 -8 48 -8 -9

Jayne OliveADCBeavers
westwirraladcbeavers@agmail.com
Tel:07949457622

Dates for your diaries are in the District Dates on the back page
12
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News from Hilbre Beavers:

We went on a lovely trip out in March!

We started our day off going to Spaceport in
Seacombe wtlere the Beavers learnt lots about space
and how to help the planet!

We then had a trip over to Liverpool on the ferry
where we invested our 2 newest beavers!

We successfully made it to Liverpool without losing
anyone!

13



From there we walked to the Liverpool Museum where
the Beavers took part in an animation workshop!

The Beavers also had lots of fun in the karaoke
booth and they sang 'yellow submarine' all day!
Jumping back on the ferry we arrived back in
Seaconbe just before the beavers fell asleep!

A good day had by all!

14



We also gave out 3 Chief Scout Bronze Awards last week to Ben,
Alex and Matthew!

Well done everyone, what a great achievemeiht

Jess Fogg
BSL
Hilbre Beavers
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Get Ready....

Next Stop
Looney Tunes!

Congratulations to 1* Thurstaston Fletcher winners of this

yeard6s Safety Poster Competition.
Bushcraft, games and pizza. Thanks to our judge Nikki

(ACC Cubs) and to Littlefoot for their Bushcraft skills.

During the Poste€ompetition t“he Cubs put forward ideas for the
adzo2S0OG 2F ySEG &@SFNRaE O2YLISGUAGA?Z2)
OKFG AG @aomigR Faod Saktp

The swimming Galsvas as always fiercely contested and well
done to all the packs that took par€ongratulations to#Heswall
and k: Thurstaston who share the winners trophy, teNewton

as runners up andstWest Kirby in @. A great time was had by all!
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Looney Tunes 2014t Bisphaml | £ £ gAff &a22y 068
really looking forward to spending the weekend with nearly 200
Cubs from our District. The activities planned look fantastic and a
BIG Thank you to the team putting in all the hard work to arrange
what is going to be a faastic weekend.

The dates for th018 Gang Showwave been finalised and it will
take place at the Gladstone Theatre in Port Sunlight freno8

10n March. It gives a fantastic experience to all taking part and |
would encourage you to get your Cubsalved when the full
details are issued.

St Georges Dag 234 April Details have been sent directly

District Outingg After discussion we decided that we should not
have an outing in April due to how Easter falls and with the All
Section camp beingimidMay. We will however be planning a
very exciting trip in Oct / Nov to make up for it (details later)

{1 Aff & 1BJurke X*>kpénkby Greasby
(Full details will follow once we know numbers)

District Cub/ I Y LIX2X24 September- QCW- Sue will arrange a
meeting for those interested Late May early June

Our Cubshave been enjoying a wide variety of trips and activities
FYR LQOS 688y tdzOl1é Sy2dAaAK (2
getting around the packs. Please keep me inforraedhat you

I NB dzLJ 42 FyR LQff R2 Y& o0Sadl
support.

Andy Longstaff
ADC Cubs
Tel: 07766 743074 / 0151 648 2822

Dates for your diaries are in the District Dates on the back page
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5" Heswall Cubs:

5th Heswall Cubs recently spent two of their pack nights to
go and clear Whitfield Common, Heswall of litter - and to
their surprise there was rather a lot!!!

The cubs cleared 6 bin bags of recyclable and 4 bin bags of
non-recyclable litter.

The cubs are just hoping that their efforts will encourage
people who use Whitfield Common to be more responsible
and hope they will take their litter home and dispose of it

properly.

Steve Pillow
5" Heswall Cubs
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SCOUTS"

Spring time is now upon us and with lighter nights and warmer
weather our troops have all been busy getting out and about. We
have had our annual Bowling Championships, the Merseyside
County Lord Derby Competition, the Cheshire Hike and the Great
Escape sice our last edition so here are the highlights from those
events.

Merseyside County Lord Derby Competition

This is competition where Scouts work as a patrol and complete
timed challenges related to Scouting skills. These include amongst
others; firstaid which was a mock road traffic accident run by the
County Youth Commissioners, pioneering, fire lighting, cooking,
tent pitching, and stretcher building. For a few years this
competition has not been supported but was reinstated this year
and went aheaan 19" March. West Wirral ran the pioneering
base which involved Scouts building a large cube and securing a
flagpole in the centre of the cube from which they would fly their
flags (neckers). We did have a troop enter from West Wirral as
well which wasl® Frankby Greasby. Weather on the day was not
kind at all as it rained, and rained, and rained, and then rained
some more! However, all bases went ahead and the Scouts
persevered in spite of the weather. Bravo to our patrol for
completing the competitiorand securing fifth place! Winners this
year were from Southport District and they will represent our
County at the regional Lord Derby in June. Here 8ierankby
Greasby after successfully building their cube and flagpole!
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Bowling Championships 201

On 23 March some 92 Scouts from West Wirral took over
Riverside Bowl for our annual championships. It was a closely
contested competition and all that took part had a great time. On
the night, the winning team wasFrankby Greasby with the
winner of the highest individual score, Thomas, Coming from the
same team.

Well done to all that took part and congratulations to the winners.
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