January and February 2017

5th Heswall Cubs –
Sixers & Seconders
Day Out

Beavers Christmas Party

I would like to start this month’s issue with congratulations to
Heather and Liam on the birth of their son Conor. Conor arrived
on the 30th December and the proud parents at least could enjoy
news eve.
This year brings new adventure and new ideas, in April we will
have our St Georges Day at Thurstaston Common so please have
your feed back to finalise plans to your ADC’s. Later in May we
have our District Camp, with a mix of old and new activities please
make sure everyone knows about both events. Its not to late to
book onto camp get in touch with Sue Flush.
I have a request, we have few Groups that struggle with Leaders
and I dont want to take Leaders from Groups, but if you feel you
could maybe help another Group short term or alongside please
get in touch. Sometimes that extra help brings someonelse to step
forward and offer their services.
Following on from my last article, we have had a few people come
forward for training to get activity permits. We still have a bit of
money budgeted for this so last call please get in touch.
Finaly over the holidays I went through the awards process and
have had to put to oneside some people who deserve awards as
their training is incomplete. Can I please ask you all to check your
records and make sure that all training is upto date. Ion this not I
am still awaiting permit detail confirmation from a number of
people.

Phill
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Traditionally on the 6 of January which is the date we start to dismantle
our Christmas decorations and store them away until next year. As I was
taking down my Christmas tree lights etc.; I was distracted when I started
thinking about an incident which happened many years ago, when I was
at university which again involved a Christmas tree. On the university
campus, there was always a large tree erected at the beginning of
December. This was complete with all the lights, baubles and of course
the angle on the apex. I have no idea of the actual size however it was
very tall.
At university I was reading theology and on this cold evening just before
the Christmas holiday I was gazing with wonder on the tree when I was
conscious that I was joined by another student whom I did not recognise
who like me was gazing at the tree. He asked me what department I was
from and of course I replied Theology {I know some students thought we
were all a little odd in that department} then he informed me that he
was reading mathematics. {mathematics = hard sums I thought!} The he
said that there is formula for calculating the height and another for the
volume of the tree and the lights. He then tried to explain his
calculations; which was entirely beyond my brain. He wandered off
leaving me to my thoughts, this tree when unlighted was just a dark cone
it came to life when the lights were stitched on. It always reminds me of
the forces of light triumphing over the forces of darkness. The films of
“Harry Potter”,” Indianan Jones, and “Star Wars” portray this so well.
There were two people looking at the same object yet both had seen in
two entirely different views.
You all see the wonderful message of Scouting in entirely the same way,
you may deliver if differently from one another but the same is always
there, so thank you.
“And may your God help you to deliver His message of love and
compassion to others.”

AARON
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***WE NEED YOUR HELP***
We have for some time known that District Headquarters is not
really fit for purpose and our thoughts have been brought to a head
because we have not had a new lease and while that means we
have not had a rent increase this now leaves us in a difficult
position.
We set up a sub-committee to look into this but they have
reiterated that we need to look for a new headquarters. As you can
imagine finding one that meets the requirements that we need is
not an easy process. We need a building that will give us meeting
rooms, storage space and that will be big enough to run the West
Wirral Post sorting office and store all their equipment. We also
need car parking space.
With more brains and eyes, the better our chances of finding
somewhere so if everyone can keep their eyes and ears to the
ground we may just be lucky.
If anyone has any ideas or suggestions please contact Phill.
Brian Tucker
District Chairman
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Welcome to the first Wirral Horn of 2017 
I hope you all had a Great Christmas and New Year,
although they seem a distant memory now as we’re fast
approaching March and the Spring months.
The Wirral Horn is rather late this month for a number of
reasons, and I’d like to apologise if you’ve been kept waiting
to read your news.
Confusion set after Christmas when we didn’t normally have
a ‘January’ edition of the Horn, but then news articles,
reports and various things kept appearing in my inbox at
varying times of the month and we all lost track of whether
the items were for the January or February edition.
It was decided to publish everything that came in and
eventually we ran with a bumper edition combining the two
months.
I hope it’s been worth the wait and you find it an interesting
read.
Can I please remind everyone that deadlines for Horn
submissions are the 10th of every month and that from
now on anything received past this date will be published in
the next edition. Hopefully if we stick to the deadline your
Horns will continue to be published on time in the future.
Thank you to those of you who have submitted articles and I
look forward to receiving some more interesting news next
month.
Janet Jones
Wirral Horn Editor
Email: janetscout@gmail.com
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Remember the Festive Puzzle
in December’s Horn –
Can you Name that Tune?
Well I promised I’d publish the winners in the next Horn and I’m
pleased to say I received quite a few entries, all of which were very
close. I’ve listed below the questions and answers:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Listen to the celestial messengers produce harmonious
sounds.
Embellish the interior passageways.
Twelve o’clock on a clement night witnessed its arrival.
The Christmas preceding all others.
Small municipality in Judea south of Jerusalem.
Omnipotent Supreme Being who elicits respite in
distinguished males.
Nocturnal time span of unbroken quietness.
Obese personification fabricated of compressed mounds of
minute crystals.
Tintinnabulation of vacillating pendulums in inverted,
metallic, resonant cups.
In awe of the eventide characterized by religiosity.

Answers:
1.
Hark the Herald Angels Sing.
2.
Deck the Halls.
3.
It Came Upon a Midnight Clear.
4.
The First Noel.
5.
O Little Town of Bethlehem.
6.
God Rest Ye, Merry Gentlemen.
7.
Silent Night.
8.
Frosty the Snowman.
9.
Jingle Bells.
10.
O Holy Night.

Congratulations to Dave Platt (3rd Heswall) who was
the only person got all 10 questions 100% correct 
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Thank you to everyone who took part, I’m glad you enjoyed
the puzzle.
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On Saturday 12 November at St Chad’s Church hall in Irby, 6 Colonies
attended our annual Craft day. Here are a few of the crafts that the
Beavers made:- Stars, Christmas tree bird feeders and snowmen. After
lunch we played a couple of games before continuing with the Crafts. All
the Beavers had a very enjoyable day.
On the first Sunday in December we had our Carol Service and Christmas
party at St Andrew’s Church in West Kirby. The theme for the service
was “Light around the World”, each of the Colonies that attended came
as a different Country, here are a few:- Australia, Syria, Ireland and
Russia. At the start of the service Jean Jenkins D.B.S.L. told the Beavers
the story of Mary and Joseph’s Journey to Bethlehem. After that
everyone formed a circle around the Church to represent the world, a
red candle was passed around the circle to signify the “Light of the
World”. Phill Richardson the D.C. with his wife Caroline and Melanie Lott
A.C.C. Beavers attended the service. A couple of Beavers from each
Colony read prayers. At the end of the service we Invested Beavers from
rd
th
3 Heswall, Overchurch Upton and 7 Moreton.
After the service we went in to the Church hall for our Party, ending with
a visit from Santa.
th

Our next Beaver event is the Beaver Skills, on Friday 10 March at the
Explorer H.Q. Barnston Lane, Moreton 6:30 till 8pm.
The Beavers and Cubs have raised £633.73 for
Water
Aid.Photo Gallery:
Beavers
This was collected at the St George’s Day
Services in 2016.
Jayne Oliver
ADC Beavers
Tel: 0151 648 1754 or 07949457622
Email oliverjn@talktalk.net
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Hilbre Beavers – on tour in
Liverpool
On Saturday 7th January
Hilbre Beavers went on a trip
over to Liverpool!
We started off at the World
Museum!

After lots of explaining that we couldn't eat lunch at half 10, we
looked at Mummified Animals, dinosaurs and space! We watched
the planetarium show 'Earth, Moon and Sun'!
Then it was time for the much anticipated lunch time and a trip to
the shop!

We then headed over to St George's Hall for the Dreamworks
lanterns! The Beavers loved looking at their favourite characters
from Madagascar, Shrek and Kung Fu Panda! The Beavers spent
lots of time going backwards and forwards taking photos for their
photography badge!
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It was a lovely fun filled day of adventure! We had some very tired
Beavers on the bus back home!

Jess Fogg
Hilbre Beavers
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Andy Longstaff
ADC Cubs
Tel: 07766 743074 / 0151 648 2822
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5th Heswall Cubs – Sixers and Seconders day out
Our eight Sixers and Seconders enjoyed a great day out in
Llandudno on a cold but brilliant January day. Not a cloud in the
sky all day while Wirral was shivering under low cloud.

Parking on the prom by the theatre gave instant access to toilets
there and a chance to study our maps for symbols of things we
might see en route. A brisk walk along the prom and up to Happy
Valley where we had booked combo tickets for the tobogganing,
sno-tubes and mini-golf. Following two circuits of the toboggans
we continued our hike to the top of the Great Orme, found the
trig point and did some basic compass skills. A highlight was the
(free!) grass ‘sledging’ coming down when bodies that seemed too
weary to climb in the first place suddenly able to run back up to
the top again two or three times.
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The restaurant at the ski centre came up with a lunch package
including plenty of chips to warm us up and we did the golf and
then the Sno-tubes. Being whizzed downhill in rapid spins is great
when you’re 10 but not so sure about Akelas!
Finally a walk back to the cars and another hike completed.
General verdict – ‘fab day out!’
Steve Pillow
CSL 5th Heswall

NOTE TO ALL GSL’S
Can I please ask all GSL’s to let myself or the DC know the
date, time and venue of their Group’s AGM for 2017 as soon
as possible.
Many thanks to those who have already done this.
Ann Ledson
District Secretary
Email: Annledson@aol.com
Tel:

0151 678 8777
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Here’s a New Badge Design by Imogen Morrell
from 1st Newton Cubs:
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Extract from the Liverpool Echo – 3 Jan 2017:

Cubs celebrate 100 years with 100 Promise
Parties

Cub Scouts up and down the country are celebrating 100
years of adventure with Cubs 100 Promise Parties – with
some heading to major landmarks for the event.
On the December 16 – exactly 100 years from when the Cub
Scout Movement was launched – Cubs joined together with
thousands of other to renew their promise.
More than 350 Cubs from Birkenhead, Wallasey, Bebington
and West Wirral all held their own Promise Parties.
Cubs from Birkenhead partied away at Palm Grove Hall,
Cubs from West Wirral held a Carol Service at St. Michael’s
Church, and Cubs from Wallasey visited Adventure Land, all
renewing their Cub Scout Promise.
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Each local area hosted their own party and there were all
very different for the Cubs.
Others included a lantern parade in Liverpool’s Calderstones
Park, a barbecue, indoor campfires, and a visit to Chester
Zoo.
The Promise Parties were the climax of this year’s activities
celebrating the centenary of Cubs, so there was a fantastic
atmosphere at all of them.
At 7.16pm (19.16 – the time that commemorates the official
registration date of the Cub Scout section) the Cub Scout
packs joined together in renewing their Cub Scout Promise,
pledging to do their best and help other people.
The events were organised by local Districts and they were
encouraged to do it in places other than their usual meeting
place – the more adventurous the better.
Cub Scouts are 8-10½ year olds and they take part in a wide
range of activities designed to be interesting and challenging.
A Cub Scout meeting consists of games and activities with
plenty of time spent outdoors as part of an adventure packed
programme.
Sam Fox, a Cub from 12th Wallasey, said: “My favourite
thing about Cubs is camping, I really love it! You get to
spend weekends doing fun things with all your friends.”
Grace Watson, a Cub from 1st Thurstaston, said: “Cubs is
the best, it’s a great way to make new friends and try new
things, like lighting fires and putting up tents. Camping is my
favourite thing we have done at Cubs.”
Scouting seeks to transform the lives of young people by
providing an inspiring programme of everyday adventure.
More than 200 activities, including adventure camps,
climbing and water zorbing, are on offer.
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Cub 100 Ambassador Steve Backshall said: “Scouting gives
so many young people the skills they need to succeed and
gives them a real sense of adventure and achievement. And
I’m so proud to be involved with such a fantastic cause.
“I am joining in a celebration and promise event at the
Natural History Museum and volunteering my time to help
Cub Scout learn new skills.
“As a volunteer, you get to see first-hand how the Scouts can
change the lives of young people in your community.
“That’s why I would recommend volunteering with the Scouts
to anyone.”

West Wirral District Annual General Meeting –
Thursday 18th May 2017
West Wirral’s 2017 District AGM is to be held on
Thursday 18th May at Heswall Hall.
Please look out for any updates in future Horns.
In the meantime, please ensure this date is in your diaries.
Looking forward to seeing you all there 
Ann Ledson
District Secretary
0151 678 8777
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1st Thurstaston
Fletcher and Reed Cub Packs
On Saturday 26th November
2016, 1st Thurstaston Cub Packs
attended the University of
Liverpool Science Jamboree
2016. It was a busy day for
everyone involved and very
well organised. The Cubs had
the opportunity to complete
Digital Maker 2 and Digital
Citizen 2 Staged Activity
Badges. They also achieved
Photographer and Astronomer
Activity Badges. A Science
Jamboree Badge was also
presented to everyone who
attended.

The day was split into 4 sessions –
the first session consisted of
making a Christmas Card which
included a star, made with a
circuit, on top of the Christmas
Tree. Following a talk given by the
University Students, the Cubs
designed a robot of the future and
discussing their ideas was a very
enjoyable session. This was
followed, after lunch, by two
activities involving archaeology painting cave art and discovering
and photographing different
artefacts they had excavated.
Digital cameras were used to
document their objects. The Cubs
enjoyed working in their lab 18
coats
and got “Arty” with their painting.

The final session was brilliant, first going for a
journey through the Solar System in the pop-up
Planetarium which included a blast off in a Rocket!
This was followed by learning about the Solar
System and producing a Space Map, this gave our
Cubs the chance to use their imagination and colour
to produce some fantastic Space Maps.
We had a fantastic day, and would like to thank
everyone at the University for giving us such a
memorable and exciting day.
Akela Caro McBain –
Reed Pack 1st Thurstaston
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ANYONE FOR ARCHERY ?

Archery is now available for Cubs, Scouts, Explorers &
Network within West Wirral Scout District.

We are currently able to run sessions for up to a maximum of
12 per instructor and are available from just £20 per session
(either run as part of an evening or on a Saturday) and can
be part of your weekly evening programme or as an activity
as part of your camp.
Sessions can be run indoors or outdoors* at various
locations around the district and we will come and assess
your HQ at time of booking.
For further details and bookings contact Ritchie Thornley or
Mark Mackay by email at: westwirral.archery@gmail.com

*subject to conditions
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Wirral Horn – Scout Section –January 2017
Happy New Year!
Welcome back to what we are sure will be another busy and
exciting term for our troops.
The cold January weather hasn't stopped the troops getting
outdoors and even camping! On 6th January, 5th Heswall travelled
down to Gilwell for Winter Camp and what a wonderful time they
had.
One Mum’s feedback after camp says it all “If the quantity of mud
on clothes is indicative of how much fun was had at winter camp
then it's been fabulous.” Here are some photos from the weekend:

Scouts and Young Leaders having fun!
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Smiling on Segways!

Lending a hand on Jacob’s Ladder

An inter-district activity is planned between 3rd Heswall and 5th
Birkenhead who will be out on a night hike in January, hiking
together from one HQ to the other. Both troops are looking
forwards to meeting each other, making new friends and sharing
the Scouting spirit of adventure.
We have 7 Scouts from West Wirral taking part in the Merseyside
County PL weekend at the end of January where they will learn
new skills, have a say in the Scout programme, and of course have
plenty of fun as well.
We are looking forwards to this term’s events including quiz night,
bowling and orienteering and hope to see as many troops as
possible taking part.
Jenny Peek ADC(S)
adcjenny@westwirralscoutteam.com
http://www.westwirralscoutteam.com
http://www.twitter.com/WestWirralScout
http://www.facebook.com/WestWirralScout
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ADULT / EXPLORER / YOUNG LEADER SUPPORT REQUIRED:

Beavan Challenge Weekend –
29 Sept to 1 Oct - Tawd Vale

The Beavan Challenge continues to go from strength to strength,
organised and run exclusively by our District. Each year the event
grows and improves the weekend challenge for the Scout and
Explorer / Young Leader Sections. Some of the Groups involved
bring more teams each year and some are also involved in
providing the bases and activities, so we find ourselves in need of
more Adult Support and Explorer / Young Leader support.
We need a Service Team who can support the event over the
weekend and we also need a team of Marshalls for the hike and
paddle event which we hope to combine this year. You can either
come for the whole weekend and we will feed and accommodate
you or if you can only make one of the days to help we would still
love to have your support.
Please consider supporting this event – if you would like to join us
or would like to know more please contact Sue Flush on
sue.flush@gmail.com or 07771 870987 – thanks.
Beavan Challenge Committee
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NOTE TO HOLDERS OF WEST WIRRAL TROPHIES
Would holders of trophies awarded at the 2016 Annual General
Meeting please make sure that these are cleaned and returned to
me by Friday 28th April 2017.
Thank you.
Ann Ledson
District Secretary, 10, Dodd Ave, Greasby, Wirral
Tel: 0151 678 8777

District Executive Committee Nominations
At the Annual General Meeting, Thursday 18th May 2017, we elect
the District Treasurer, the District Secretary and members to sit on
the District Executive Committee.
All members of the District are asked to submit nominations for
election to the District Executive Committee.
The elected members do not represent individual Scout Groups or
Sections. They play a full part as members of the District Executive
Committee but their particular role is to represent the interest of all
members in the District.
The following qualify for nominations:
All Scouters, Administrators, Section Assistants, Skill Instructors,
Advisers, Members and Associate members of the Scout
Association.
Please give this matter some thought and take the opportunity to
nominate a suitable person to fulfil any of these roles. Please
ensure that your nominee is prepared to stand, before submitting
his/her name. The Committee generally meets 5 times a year at
District Headquarters.
Please submit your nominations to – Ann Ledson, 10 Dodd
Ave, Wirral, CH49 1RR by Friday 21st April 2017.
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About the Old School Lodge, Deiniolen (Activity Centre)
The Old School Lodge, originally the 19th Century Village School, was
extensively refurbished prior to its opening in 2001.
Set in large wooded grounds with a gently flowing stream and a
breathtaking view of the mountains beyond, the Lodge is situated four
miles from Llanberris and the foot of Snowdon itself. Bangor and Anglesey
are also nearby.
For further information and booking details
http://www.oldschoollodge.org.uk

The lucky winners for January 2017 Activity Centre Number
Club Draw are:
st

1
rd
3

Ray Head
Steve & Ruth Wynn

nd

2
th
4

David Roberts
Norman Waddell

The lucky winners for February 2017 Activity Centre Number
Club Draw are:
st

1
rd
3

nd

Jan Taylor
Mabel Wynn

2
th
4

Chris Hughes
Duncan Court

Congratulations 
If you don’t have any numbers yet for the Activity Centre Monthly
Draw then please contact:
Christine Kenyon:
or Email:

Tel: 0151 677 1820
christine.kenyon@talktalk.net
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Please note address details as below:
Please make cheques payable to "West Wirral District
Scout Council Badge Account" and send to the address
below.
If you pass the cheques direct to Roy Kenyon (or pay by
BACS) please let me know you have done so via email –
Thanks
Yours in Scouting
Alan Bennett
Badge Secretary West Wirral
14 Kinsale Drive
Birchwood
Warrington
Cheshire WA3 6LX
Mobile:

07920 496 929
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Wirral Active Support are on the lookout for help:
We have received our first requests for support for 2017
as follows:
District Scout Orienteering Competition –
Saturday 4th March
Venue:
Time:
Duties:

Royden Park
9am - 1pm
Marshalls for the event to be positioned at
different points on the course within the
boundaries for Royden Park.

Number of Active Support required:

12-14 people

Please email me if you will be available to support this
event.
District AGM –
Thursday 18th May
Help required:

Serving Tea, Coffee and biscuits

I am happy to do this myself but could 2 people give me a
hand at this event?
Thanks in advance
Glenys
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Dates for First Response Courses
West Wirral
Course Director: Matt Jones –
matt.jones@birkenheadscouts.org.uk
February 25th 9:30 until 16:00 – Location TBC –
Full Day Course –
12 Spaces
March 27th 18:30 until 21:00 – Location TBC –
Refresher Course
(Must have an in date First Response Certificate
nearing its expiry) –
12 Spaces
May 6th 9:30 until 16:00 – Location TBC Full Day Course –
12 Spaces
To book on simply email the above email and your
space will be confirmed
Joining instructions will be emailed out closer to
the session
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West Wirral Young Leader Training
Programme - Starting Sept 2016
All training starts promptly at 7.30pm and finishes at 9pm please arrive in good time

Dates / Venues:
2017:
th

st

Mon 27 Feb 2017 - Module B – 1 Frankby Greasby
nd

Tues 28th Mar 2017 – Modules C & I – 2 Greasby – Methodist
Church Hall Pickerill Rd Greasby
Thurs 20th April 2017 - Modules G & H – St Andrew’s McLeod
Building, Mumford Lane, Meols
th

st

Sat 6 May 2017 - Module K - 1 Thurstaston, Irby Village
th

st

Wed 7 June 2017 - Module A – 1 West Kirby
th

st

Mon 11 Sept 2017 - Modules A – 1 Frankby Greasby
Oct 2017 – Modules D & E - date and venue tbc
Nov 2017 - Module F & The Missions - date and venue tbc
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County Training Events
For further details of County Training Events click on the
links below or visit the County website:
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West Wirral Climbing, Abseiling and Hill Walking
The District can offer climbing and abseiling sessions for Scouts
and Explorers at Irby quarry in the evenings or at weekends
In the evenings sessions would be approx. 2 hrs. long (7.00pm to
9:00pm) but we can be flexible with times and dates.
At the weekends, we are currently offering Saturdays on:
We may be able to offer Sunday or alternate dates on request.
Sessions would be approx. 2.5 hrs., with one session in the
morning and one in the afternoon. (10:00 to 12:30 and 13:00 to
15:30).
Each session can accommodate 15 climbers/abseilers at a time.
All equipment and instruction is provided, but a leader will need to
be present.
Session can be booked exclusively for a single troop/unit, or can be
made up from separate groups and individuals. Sessions are £5
per climber, or an exclusive session for £60 per session.
Climbing sessions and courses can also be offered at different
locations if you have any specific requests.
We are also able to help you get your Scouts or Explorers out
walking if you do not hold a Scouting walking permit. We can
provide training and guidance in navigation and equipment...or just
help in getting out onto the hills for the day.
Please contact us to check availability or if you would like to
discuss your needs.
Paul & Karen Milnes
Tel: 0151 608 9107
Email:

outdoor-scouting@virginmedia.com
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DISTRICT DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES:
FEB:
16
Scout Quiz Night – St Andrews
18-19 Belgium Contingency Camp – 1st Frankby Greasby
25
First Response Course (Full day 09.30 – 16.00)
MARCH:
04
Scout Orienteering – Royden Park
10
Beaver Skills Day – Explorer HQ, Moreton
19
Cubs Swimming Gala – (12noon – 3pm)
17-19 Merseyside Adults Skills Weekend – Tawd Vale
27
First Response Course (Refresher) (6.30-9.00 pm)

APRIL:
7-9
Scouts Great Escape, Tawd Vale
23
St George’s Day Parade, Thurstaston Common
MAY:
06
First Response Course (Full day 09.30 – 16.00)
18
WW District AGM – Heswall Hall 7pm
TBC WW District Camp – venue tbc
SEPT:
29-1/10 Beavan Challenge
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