JANUARY 2018

Welcome to the New Year in West Wirral
Are you going to get your
‘Ticket to the West End’?

If you are, I’d hurry, they’re selling fast
and it’s going to be great

Happy Reading!

From the District
Commissioner
Well Happy New Year if I have not already seen you.
First of all a big thank you for everyone’s help with the Scout Post,
the well-oiled machine kicked into action once again and helped
deliver over 400,000 cards and supporting 20 local charities. The
scheme is always looking out for new people and ideas, if you
think you could help at District please get in touch.
This year is promising to be a great Scouting Year, not only do we
have our usual programme of events from District but we have a
few extras thrown in.
Don’t forget our Gang Show 8-10th March in the Gladstone
Theatre, Port Sunlight, bookings are now being taken by calling
Tel: 07954 520 655. Then later in the year we have Wingding,
Chamboree and our first District International Camp to name but a
few.
Just before Christmas (after scout post) I received another batch
of long service awards, so I will be busy finishing off the first lot
and the new batch over the coming months.

Phill

2

A Thought from
Aaron
Last year in December we all journeyed together through advent to
celebrate Christmas and earlier this month we journeyed with the
Magi to Epiphany. I think that you all noticed that Christmas day
was on a Sunday which is extremely rare. In fact, it will be several
years before this occurs again, the next year this will occur will be
in 2022!
It seems that now the Christmas decorations and cards in the
supermarkets are now on sale at reduced prices further along the
Easter eggs have suddenly appeared. This is because this year
Easter is earlier than normal. We start to prepare for Easter next
month with the first day of Lent which is Ash Wednesday on
th
February 14 . Does that date remind you of anything………… yes,
your correct it is St. Valentine’s Day. Please don’t forget that it is
usual to send that special person in your life a card, buy flowers,
chocolates or a special bottle of wine etc. etc. {you cannot say you
weren’t warned}. But who was St. Valentine? One story informs us
that Valentines name come from the Roman name Valentinus
{strong & heathy} and he was a 3rd century temple priest and
martyr who showed compassion, dedication and commitment to all,
he was thought to have arranged the marriage of a Christian
th
couple. Hence on February 14 we celebrate love and affection.
{he is also the patron saint of bee keepers}
You all have all those same qualities with your commitment and
dedication to the ethos of the Scouting principles which you display
at every opportunity.
“May your God help you to live with integrity, commitment,
perseverance and love to help others”
I wish you a very peaceful Easter
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Editor's Patch
Well hello again and welcome to 2018. Hope you all had a
great Christmas and New Year!
Not a lot to report from the sections this month, but we are
only in January to be fair and they’re all still coming down to
earth after all the Christmas festivities but I’m sure they’ll be
back in full swing next month.
As you’ll have seen on the front page our Gang Show,
‘Ticket to the West End’ is coming up soon (8-10 March) at
the Gladstone Theatre, Port Sunlight and tickets are already
on sale.
Both my daughter Ceri and I are in the show this year and I
can tell you the rehearsals have been going really well,
there’s almost 90 of us involved in it this year and everyone’s
been working really hard and it’s starting to come together
and sound fantastic. It really will be worth a visit, come along
and support all the budding young stars of the District and
have a great evening out
As always, I look forward to receiving your stories and
photos as we move into the Scouting season and am hoping
for some good ones.
Please remember that the deadline for Horn
submissions is the 10thof every month.
Until next month . . .
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Janet Jones
Wirral Horn Editor
Email: janetscout@gmail.com
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Tickets Available Now!
8th – 10th March 2018
Following on from the success of the 2016 ‘Best of British’
Gang Show the 2018 Show is shaping up to be another
fantastic extravaganza.
A cast of almost 90 has been assembled and rehearsals are
well under way. Join us on a magical journey through the
West End, stopping to watch and enjoy your favourite
musicals along the way.
A variety performance with song, dance, comedy and drama!
Booking forms for ‘Ticket to the West End’ are on the
following page so book early to avoid disappoinment and
support the Members of your Groups and District who are
taking part.
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'News from the District'
2018 Group AGMs:
Thanks to those Groups who have already let me know the date of
their AGM.
Please can I ask all other groups to let me know the date for your
2018 Annual General Meeting, so I can ensure members of the
District Team will be available to attend?
As the DC has asked that there be no more than one AGM on a
specific date, can I ask that you have a couple of dates in mind.

Many Thanks.
Ann Ledson
District Secretary – 0151 678 8777

Annledson@aol.com

West Wirral District Annual General Meeting –
th

Thursday 10 May 2018

Just to let you know the 2018 District AGM is to be held on
Thursday 10th May at Heswall Hall. Please look out for any
updates in future Horns.
In the meantime, please ensure this date is in your diaries.
Looking forward to seeing you all there.
Ann Ledson
District Secretary – 0151 678 8777

Annledson@aol.com
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District Executive Committee Nominations
th

At the Annual General Meeting, Thursday 10 May 2018, we elect
the District Treasurer, the District Secretary and members to sit on
the District Executive Committee.
All members of the District are asked to submit nominations for
election to the District Executive Committee.
The elected members do not represent individual Scout Groups or
Sections. They play a full part as members of the District Executive
Committee but their particular role is to represent the interest of all
members in the District.
The following qualify for nominations:
All Scouters, Administrators, Section Assistants, Skill Instructors,
Advisers, Members and Associate members of the Scout
Association.
Please give this matter some thought and take the opportunity to
nominate a suitable person to fulfil any of these roles. Please
ensure that your nominee is prepared to stand, before submitting
his/her name. The Committee generally meets 5 times a year at
District Headquarters.
Please submit your nominations to –
Ann Ledson, 10 Dodd Ave, Wirral, CH49 1RR
by Friday 13th April 2018 latest please.

NOTE TO HOLDERS OF TROPHIES
Would holders of trophies awarded at the 2017 Annual General
Meeting please make sure that these are cleaned and returned to
me by Friday 20th April 2018 latest.
Thank you.
Ann Ledson
District Secretary,10, Dodd Ave, Greasby, Wirral

Tel: 0151 678 8777
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Beaver Newsletter
On the 3rd December we held our Carol Service and
Christmas party at St Andrew’s Church in West Kirby. This
was a Nativity Service with all Colonies that attended taking
part. The Collection raised £90 in aid of Lucy’s Pineapple.

At the end of the Service we Invested new Beavers from
3rd Heswall and Overchurch Upton.
12

After the Service we went into the Church hall for the
Christmas party, the Beavers played a variety of games. At
the end of the party we had our yearly visit from the man in
a red coat and a white beard. Each Beaver was given a
present, chocolate and some Reindeer food.
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On the evening of Tuesday 14th November 7 Beavers and 5
Leaders went to the Maternity Special Care baby unit at
Arrowe Park Hospital to present a cheque for £50 from the
2016 Carol Service. Before we left we were taken into a side
ward to see a premature baby with his mum.

A note for your diary our first event for this year will be the
Beaver Challenge on Friday 16th March at St Andrew’s
Church hall in West Kirby.
Jayne Oliver A.D.C. Beavers
Email: westwirraladcbeavers@gmail.com
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Happy New Year
Starting by saying sorry for the lack of pictures this Month…..
For some reason I don’t have any!
The Cub Carol Service took place at St Michaels Church, Pensby
and was really well attended and I for one learnt things that I
didn’t know about Christmas traditions. Some fabulous
contributions from the Cubs and thanks to all involved in the
organisation. The collection this year raised £88.80 which was
donated to Lucy’s Pineapple Fund
The Children in Need Splash Party was held at Europa Pools with
Cubs and adults having a great time. We managed to raise
£167.58
The annual 10 Pin Bowling took place with 20 lanes of Cubs (The
Brownies had booked the other 4 lanes) Congratulations to all
who took part especially 1st Thurstaston who took away the team
and individual spoils!
The Cub 5-a-side competition will take place on 27th January at
Leasowe. It was discussed at length at the last leaders meeting
and we would encourage you to have a young leader as your team
manager rather than a leader or parent and we will give an
overview of the rules at the beginning of the competition.
Dates for your Diaries can be found in the District Planner on the
back page of this Horn. The dates for September onwards will be
in the next edition!
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Our Cubs have been enjoying a wide variety of trips and activities
and I’ve been lucky enough to enjoy a few of them as I’ve been
getting around the packs. Please keep me informed of what you
are up to and I’ll do my best to call in say hello and offer help and
support.
Andy Longstaff
07766 743074
0151 648 2822

Nothing from the Scout Section this month I’m afraid, but
watch this space, we’ll make up for it next month!
Jenny Peek ADC(S)
adcjenny@westwirralscoutteam.com

A plea from Jess Fogg:
Jess asked if I could put in a little note in the horn asking
people to fill in a survey at the link below in relation to
Autism in Scouting. It's research for her dissertation and
any help and support would be greatly appreciated.
https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/67VXGPS
Thank you
Jess
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The lucky winners for December 2017 Activity Centre Number
Club Draw are as follows:
st

1
rd
3

Christine Francis
Mike King

nd

2
th
4

Tony Arnould
Tony Fletcher

Congratulations 
If you don’t have any numbers yet for the Activity Centre Monthly
Draw then please contact:
Christine Kenyon:
or Email:

Tel: 0151 677 1820
christine.kenyon@talktalk.net

ANYONE FOR ARCHERY ?
Archery is now available for Cubs, Scouts, Explorers & Network
within West Wirral Scout District.
We are able to run sessions for up to a maximum of 12 per
instructor and are available from just £20 per session (either run as
part of an evening or on a Saturday) and can be part of your
weekly evening programme or as an activity as part of your camp.
Sessions can be run indoors or outdoors* at various locations
around the district and we will come and assess your HQ at time of
booking.
For further details and bookings contact either Ritchie Thornley or
Mark Mackay by email at: westwirral.archery@gmail.com
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Please make cheques payable to "West Wirral District
Scout Council Badge Account" and send to the address
below. If you pass the cheques direct to Roy Kenyon (or
pay by BACS) please let me know you have done so via
email: alan.bennett@bamnuttall.co.uk
Alan Bennett
Badge Secretary West Wirral
Tel No: 07920 496929
*Please be aware that I'm often out so it’s best to ring or
email me first to agree a mutually agreeable time for
collections etc
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ADULT SUPPORT & TRAINING

Course Information
Below you will find details of all courses currently run by
Merseyside County.

Getting Started – (Welcome & Introduction)
This informal course is intended for all new adult members within the
County and will last for half a day. The course is an enhanced getting
started that will seek to offer an exciting introduction to new adults
and springboard both their membership to the movement and their
training needs.
2018 Courses:
3rd March
19th May
15th September
17th November
Pre-requisite(s): Provisional Appointment
Duration: Half day
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Section Essentials
This full day course is intended for all new Beaver Scout, Cub Scout,
Scout or Explorer Scout Leaders; or leaders who are moving between
Sections. The course offers essential information on being a member
of a Section Leadership Team as well as essential Section specific
training.
2018 Courses:
12th May
3rd November
Pre-requisite(s): Getting Started
Duration: One day

Introduction to Residential Experiences
This one-day course is a necessary requirement for all leaders.
2018 Courses:
18th February
7th October
Pre-requisite(s):
Getting Started & ideally Section Essentials or Management and
Support Essentials
Duration: One Day
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Nights Away
This course requires a full day of preparation and then a residential
weekend at Tawd Vale Scout Camp. It offers a fantastic opportunity to
develop skills for offering residential experiences for adults from all
Sections and is the first step for attaining a Nights Away permit for
adults who do not yet possess the skills required.
2018 Course:
3rd June AND 22nd to 24th June
Pre-requisite(s):
Getting Started and Module 16 ideally Section Essentials or
Management and Support Essentials
Duration: One Day and One Weekend

Further details concerning this year’s courses can be found
by clicking on the link below:
http://www.merseysidescouts.com/adult-support/courseinformation
Please note that bookings for courses will only be "live" on
Eventbrite 3 months prior to the course date.

First Aid
Courses are a full day 1st Aid Course aimed at leaders within
West Wirral. They are open to up to 30 people per session
so please book on quickly if you need first aid.

Future dates will be available in the next Horn
so keep an eye out.
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DISTRICT DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES:

February:
2-4
15

Scouts County PL Training Weekend
Scout Section Quiz Night, St Andrews HQ

March:
3
8-10
17
21
23-25

Scout Orienteering Competition, Royden Park
West Wirral Gang Show, Gladstone Theatre
Scouts Merseyside Lord Derby Competition
Cubs Poster Presentation – 1st Thurstaston HQ
Scouts Great Escape – Tawd Vale

April:
21
28

Cubs District Outing to Chester Zoo
Wirral Scout Post Marking Workshop (10-2)
Venue TBC

May:
12

Cub Skills Day

June:
15-17 Cubs Wingdings
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