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Well the dust has settled and the cast of 2018 have now returned to 

their normal lives. This year’s Gang Show once again has surpassed all 

expectations giving the young people a unique opportunity to 

express themselves on stage. The reviews have been fantastic 

suggestions that the show should be on the West end stage (Roy how 

many tickets do we need to sell to fund that). A big thank you to Pete 

who has overseen a variety of show’s in his time and has gone out on 

a high. Our thanks go to Calli, Fiona, Liam, Paul, Mark and the Band, 

Andy and his team and everyone else who spent hours making this 

Show happen. Here is to 2020. 

By the time you read this I will have attended my first AGM of the 

year, so to all who have yet to get their dates in please email Ann 

asap to get your preferred dates. 

March like most months in our District has been extremely busy 

scouts have had Bowling and some teams have gone to Tawd for the 

Lord Derby or Great Escape. The cubs have had their Poster 

competition, and we have had Groups with night hikes and nights 

away so early in the year, so keep it up. 

Hope you all have a lovely break over Easter and I will see you all for 

the St Georges Day Parade 

Phill                       

From the District 

Commissioner 
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Officially the first day of Spring is the 1
st
 March, alas Spring appeared 

to be a little late this year {I am sure that is the first line of a song?} I 
noticed the plants starting to force their way through the earth towards 
the heavens and I was looking forward to the rise in temperature, 
lengthening days and lighter nights. Then, the weather suddenly 
changed for the worse snow and yet more snow blanketed not only 
the Wirral but the whole country.  
 
The weather forecasters informed us “this weather comes straight 
from Siberia” then called this usually cold weather “The Beast from 
The East” followed by “Storm Emma” from the south. 
 
I had in my diary for many months a planned meeting in mid Cheshire 
the day the snow came and prevented me travelling.  
 
Then to confound and complicate my problems our locality lost 
telephone and internet access. It did eventually return although very 
sporadically during the day, all due to the adverse weather, we should 
be thankful that we did not suffer as other parts of the country did. All 
was well with the weather then one day the snow returned to be 
followed later in the day with bright sunshine, the snow soon 
disappeared.  
  
Nature is a wonder to behold as fresh life is starting to generate all 
around us! Spring is not too far away and we look forward to it with 
joyful expectancy; followed by a hopefully wonderful summer! 
 
Soon you will be able to enjoy your scouting outdoors with the young 
people within your care, I wish you well. 
 
“May your God grant you the joy His gifts of nature and wonder to 
share with one another”  

 

AARON             
  

A Thought from Aaron 
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Got quite a bit of news for this month, as well as the updates 
from the sections, we have fantastic feedback from the Gang 
Show, St George’s Day coming up on Sunday 22 April and a 
Wirral Post Workshop just after on Saturday 28 April. 
 
Everyone’s busy this time of year and West Wirral’s no 
exception, not only have we all just finished performing the 
Gang Show a few weeks back we’ve had troops competing in 
the County Great Escape, Merseyside County Lord Derby 
Competition, Scout District Bowling, the Cubs Poster 
Competition, to name a few.  Groups have been out and about 
visiting all kinds of places and our young members of West 
Wirral are thriving as a result. 
 
Do try and drop me a line from time to time with stories of your 
outings and a few photos, it’s great to share ideas and for us to 
see what everyone’s up to. 
 
Hope to see you all out and about on St George’s Day and I’ll 
be back with more news next month. 
 
 
 
Please remember that the deadline for Horn submissions is 

the 10th of every month. 
 
 
Janet Jones 
Wirral Horn Editor 

 
Email: janetscout@gmail.com  

EEddiittoorr''ss  PPaattcchh 

mailto:janetscout@gmail.com
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'News from around the 
District' 

 

 

Well what can I say, a 

fantastic show all round!  

So many talented 

youngsters shone in 

ways they’d never 

imagined this year and 

feedback was just 

excellent. 

The 2018 Gang Show 

was a roaring success 

with a cast of over 90 

performing to sell out 

 

Gang Show performs to full houses at Gladstone Theatre 

‘A Great Show’ 

I just wanted to say I went to the 
Gladstone Theatre on Saturday 10 
March to watch the West Wirral 
Gang Show. 
They put on a brilliant show, it 
was two and a half hours of pure 
joy. 
What made it all more great, was 
that not one of the kids are 
professional singers or actors.  I 
really enjoyed my evening, the 
best night out for a long time. 
Can’t wait for the next one. 
 
B Green, Moreton 
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audiences at the Gladstone Theatre in Port Sunlight. 

Did you see the above letter in the local paper?  
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We'd like to say a huge thank you to all of the crew and 

production team for putting in so much time and effort to make 

the show such a success.  

We'd also like to offer a special thank you to Pete Ledson who 

stepped down as show Producer/Director after the last show 

this year.  

 

Honorary entrance to the theatre for one last time for  
Producer Pete 

 

If you saw the show and are interested in joining the 2020 

production team please let DDC, Liam O'Malley know and he'll 

be in touch!  
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Lots of photos and updates can be found on the Gang Show 

website for members, but here’s a few to be going on with: 
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Wirral Post Marketing 
Workshop 

Saturday 28 April 2018 - 10:00 – 14:00 
 

You are invited to join us & help shape the future of the 
Wirral Post 

Over the past few years you will have seen an increase in 
the activity we are doing to promote the Scout Post. 
 
This year we have organised a Wirral Post Marketing Workshop 
in conjunction with Elephant Digital, a marketing agency from 
Liverpool on Saturday 28th April at The Hey, Holy Trinity 
Church, Spital CH63 9LS to help us improve our marketing and 
advertising even more. 
 
Who has registered to help? 

 The day will be run by Phil Birss, from Elephant 
Digital and we also have some experienced 
marketing, media, design, and advertising people 
that have also registered to attend the Workshop. 
The idea is to use their knowledge and experience 
from their daily job skills to help us out with our 
marketing plans.  
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Who else do you need to help? 

 We still need print & digital designers to review our artwork, 
social media experts, people who work in or have 
experience of digital and print advertising. Radio, TV and 
video production experience. Charity work, particularly 
charity marketing.  

 Scout and Guide posties who would like to help shape our 
marketing efforts in the years to come, plus those with a 
keen interest in how we motivate the rest of the posties 
and increase our word of mouth marketing. 

 Anyone who wants to help. 

When is it & how long will it take? 
The workshop will take place on the 28th April from 10am - 
2pm. 
 
We'll provide tea/coffee and biscuits, flip charts, post it notes, 
marker pens and Wi-Fi, you provide the ideas!  
 
This will be a session designed to help us move forward so any 
and all positive ideas will be very welcome. 
 
Do I need to know anything about the Wirral Post? 
Not really no, we'll send out an intro-pack by email just before 
the event and take anyone unfamiliar with the Scheme through 
it on the day.  
 
How can I register for the day? 
We're asking everyone to register on our Eventbrite page.  
 
This just allows us to know who's coming and set up 
accordingly.  
 
You can register here –  
 
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wirral-post-marketing-

workshop-registration-42706116143 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wirral-post-marketing-workshop-registration-42706116143
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/wirral-post-marketing-workshop-registration-42706116143
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WIRRAL POST:   
 
Help the Wirral Post reach as 
many customers as possible 
and raise thousands of pounds 
for Wirral Charities at our first 
ever promotion and ideas 
workshop!  Are you involved in 
the Wirral Post and want to help 
shape it's future or are you a 
marketeer or know someone 
who is? 
 
Could you give up a few hours on the 28th April to help us 
shape the future of the post and come up with new 
innovative ideas on how we could get the message out 
about the scheme? 
 
If you're already one of our wonderful #WirralPosties we'd 
very much like you to come down to and give us your ideas 
and input to shape the future of the scheme, the session is 
designed to help us find the best ways to promote and 
market the scheme so that we can hopefully grow in the 
future and raise even more money for charity. 
 
We're very grateful to Phil Birss from Elephant Digital who 
will be running the session for us, guiding us through the 
challenges we have and channelling the ideas into 
solutions. We'll provide Wi-Fi, power flipcharts and as 
much information as we have, all we need you to provide 
are the ideas! 
 
We're also still looking for designers, advertisers, writers, 
online marketers, content producers, and anyone with a 
creative or marketing background to come to our workshop 
and help us out. There is no further commitment expected, 
simply to turn up give up some time and help us raise the 
most money we possibly can. 
 
For more information about the Wirral Post please visit our 
website at http://www.wirralcharitypost.org  

 

http://www.wirralcharitypost.org/
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You should now have received details about our St Georges 

day activities this year.  

We'll be returning to Hilbre Island on Sunday 22nd April.  

Meet at the end of Dee Lane, West Kirby at 8:45am for a 

prompt 9am start. We expect to be back at Dee Lane for approx 

12:30pm.  

 

Please can everyone ensure they are dressed for the weather, 

bring your Group Flags and a group Kite to fly on the island too. 

 

If anyone needs transport please let us know asap so we can 

sort vehicles.  
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2018 Group AGMs: 

Thanks to those Groups who have already let me know the date of 

their AGM. 

Please can I ask all other groups to let me know the date for your 

2018 Annual General Meeting, so I can ensure members of the 

District Team will be available to attend?  

As the DC has asked that there be no more than one AGM on a 

specific date, can I ask that you have a couple of dates in mind. 

 

Many Thanks. 

Ann Ledson 

District Secretary – 0151 678 8777 

Annledson@aol.com  

 

West Wirral District Annual General Meeting –  

Thursday 10
th

 May 2018 

 

Just to let you know the 2018 District AGM is to be held on Thursday 

10th May at Heswall Hall. Please look out for any updates in future 

Horns. 

In the meantime, please ensure this date is in your diaries.  

Looking forward to seeing you all there. 

Ann Ledson 

District Secretary – 0151 678 8777 

Annledson@aol.com  

District News: 

mailto:Annledson@aol.com
mailto:Annledson@aol.com
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District Executive Committee Nominations 

At the Annual General Meeting, Thursday 10
th

 May 2018, we elect 

the District Treasurer, the District Secretary and members to sit on the 

District Executive Committee. 

All members of the District are asked to submit nominations for 

election to the District Executive Committee. 

The elected members do not represent individual Scout Groups or 

Sections. They play a full part as members of the District Executive 

Committee but their particular role is to represent the interest of all 

members in the District.  

The following qualify for nominations: 

All Scouters, Administrators, Section Assistants, Skill Instructors, 

Advisers, Members and Associate members of the Scout Association. 

Please give this matter some thought and take the opportunity to 

nominate a suitable person to fulfil any of these roles. Please ensure 

that your nominee is prepared to stand, before submitting his/her 

name. The Committee generally meets 5 times a year at District 

Headquarters. 

Please submit your nominations to –  

Ann Ledson, 10 Dodd Ave, Wirral, CH49 1RR  

by Friday 13th April 2018 latest please. 

 

NOTE TO HOLDERS OF TROPHIES 

Would holders of trophies awarded at the 2017 Annual General 

Meeting please make sure that these are cleaned and returned to me 

by  

Friday 20th April 2018 latest. 

Thank you. 

Ann Ledson 

District Secretary,10, Dodd Ave, Greasby, Wirral 

Tel:  0151 678 8777 
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I’m afraid there’s no Beaver Report again this month, but look out for 

us soon, we will be back   

 

 

 

 

Laurie Yeats 1936 - 2018  

Is with great sadness that we announce the passing of 
Laurie Yeats on Sunday 25th March after a battle with 
Cancer. Many across the District will know and remember 
Laurie as a Section Leader, GSL and most recently Group 
President of 2nd West Kirby Sea Scouts. 
 
Funeral details have not yet been confirmed but we 
believe the funeral will take place on the 19th April at St 
Briget's church in West Kirby. 
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Our thoughts are with his family and friends at 2nd West 
Kirby at this time. 



17 
 

 



18 
 

 
 

 

News from the Scout Section: 

 

Bowling Competition 2018 

On 15th March, 16 teams took part in the annual bowling 

competition at New Brighton. 5th Heswall won the team 

competition and Sam from 1st Thurstaston won the highest 

individual score. Congratulations!  

     

    

  

http://www.merseysidescouts.com/scouts/
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On the night, St Andrew’s took the opportunity to invest two new 

members, Alex and Erin into the troop. Welcome to Scouting! 

 

Merseyside County Lord Derby Competition 

In spite of freezing temperatures, 1st Frankby Greasby scouts 

entered the Lord Derby completion at Tawd Vale. The Scouts 

completed skills-based challenges including pioneering, fire 

lighting and first aid. They did very well on the day and came 

fourth overall. Thanks go to the leaders from 1FG for running 

the West Wirral base.  
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Save the Date: 

Sunday 13th May 2018 - Shelterbox Scavenger Hunt, Liverpool City 

Centre. See http://www.nwscoutsglobal.org.uk/ NOW FULLY 

BOOKED. You can still register and will be put on the reserve list. 

 
Jenny Peek ADC(S)  
adcjenny@westwirralscoutteam.com                                          
  
 

    West Wirral District Scout Council 
 

Invites 
 
All West Wirral Uniformed members, Non-Uniformed Members, 
West Wirral Committee Members, District Officials, Friends and 
Readers of the Wirral Horn 
 

To their 

http://www.nwscoutsglobal.org.uk/
mailto:adcjenny@westwirralscoutteam.com
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ANNUAL PRESENTATION EVENING 
Incorporating the District AGM 

At Heswall Hall 
 

On Thursday 10th May 2018 
 
 

        Doors Open at 7.00pm            Prompt start at 7.30pm 
 
 

This will be followed by an Open Reception and 
refreshments 

 
We look forward to seeing you there. 
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Being a Scout or Guide ‘Can 
Help Improve Mental Health in 

Later life’ 
 

The findings were drawn from a lifelong study of almost 
10,000 people from across the UK who were born in 
November 1958, known as the National Child Development 
Study. 

Scientists from the universities of Edinburgh and Glasgow, 
who analysed the data, found those who had belonged to the 
groups tended to have better mental health aged 50. 

Around one-quarter of study participants had been in the 
Scouts or Guides, and those were found to be around 15% 

Did you 
Know? 
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less likely to suffer from anxiety or mood disorders, 
compared with others. 

Lead researcher Professor Chris Dibben, of the University of 
Edinburgh's School of GeoSciences, said: “It is quite startling 
that this benefit is found in people so many years after they 
have attended Guides or Scouts. 

“We expect the same principles would apply to the Scouts 
and Guides of today and so, given the high costs of mental ill 
health to individuals and society, a focus on voluntary youth 
programmes such as the Guides and Scouts might be very 
sensible.” 

Researchers say their findings suggest programmes that 
help children develop skills such as self-reliance and 
teamwork, and encourage being active outdoors, may have 
lifelong benefits. 

Attending the Guides or Scouts may help build resilience 
against common stresses in life, or it may increase a person's 
chances of achieving more in life, so they are less likely to 
experience such stresses, researchers suggest. 

The study, supported by the Economic and Social Research 
Council, was published in the Journal of Epidemiology and 
Community Health. 

Professor Richard Mitchell, of the Centre for Research on 
Environment, Society and Health at the University of 
Glasgow, said: “Governments and health services around the 
world struggle to do something about the health gap 
between richer and poorer people, so this new evidence that 
being a Scout or Guide can help is very important.” 
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Chief Scout Bear Grylls meets scouts at a camp  

in Ceredigion, Wales (Rex) 

Bear Grylls, chief Scout at the Scout Association, said: “I am 
really proud that Scouting provides young people with an 
opportunity to develop the skills they need to be resilient 
and deal with what life throws at them. 

“Through initiatives such as our A Million Hands Campaign, 
the Scout Association is helping give young people the ability 
to develop mental wellbeing throughout their lives.” 

Emma Brodey, 18, a member of the Girlguiding Advocate 
Panel, said: “Women tell us every week that their 
accomplishments and memories through Guiding have 
lasted throughout their lives, so it's amazing to see research 
showing the long-term benefits of being a member of 
Girlguiding.” 

 
 
 
 

(Taken from a News article in the Independent Newspaper) 
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Explorer Belt Information Meeting 
 

For Explorer Scouts (16+) and Network Members 
(Leaders and Parents welcome) 

 

If you know of any Explorer Scouts or Network members 
who would like to find out more about this challenge of a 
lifetime, then why not invite them to come along to our 
meeting in the Hornby room at the Liverpool Marriott 
Hotel, 1 Queens Square, Liverpool, L1 1RH. at 7:30pm on 
the 19th April, and see what it's all about?   
 
Just let us know you are coming by registering your 
attendance on Eventbrite at 
http://explorerbeltevening.eventbrite.co.uk/ 
 
 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1+Queens+Square,+Liverpool,+L1+1RH&entry=gmail&source=g
https://merseysidescouts.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40cede5649634731947bdfaaa&id=0226fe3e77&e=299ce63e4f
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More information available 
at http://www.merseysidescouts.com 
 
Please circulate this information to Explorer Scouts and 
Network Members. 
 

John Cadman                                                        
Assistant County Commissioner International 
Email: John.Cadman@merseysidescouts.com  

 
 

Anyone Interested? 

I’ve been asked to put in the Horn that Eddie Snell has 

been given an insulated drinks container which might be 

useful for any Scout Group at camp or on days out. It 

holds about two gallons of liquid and will keep the drinks 

cold for several hours. If anyone is interested can you 

phone Eddie on Tel: 0151-677-4275 to arrange to collect 

from his address in Greasby. 

 
 

  

  

https://merseysidescouts.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=40cede5649634731947bdfaaa&id=8d03876817&e=299ce63e4f
mailto:John.Cadman@merseysidescouts.com
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The lucky winners for the March Activity Centre  

Number Club Draw are as follows: 

1
st
 Norma Campbell 2

nd
  Mr & Mrs Thorbison 

3
rd

 Joyce McLeod  4
th 

 Chris Hughes 

 

Congratulations   

If you don’t have any numbers yet for the Activity Centre Monthly 

Draw then please contact: 

Christine Kenyon: Tel:  0151 677 1820  

or Email:  christine.kenyon@talktalk.net 

 

 

ANYONE FOR ARCHERY? 

Archery is now available for Cubs, Scouts, Explorers & Network within 

West Wirral Scout District. 

We are able to run sessions for up to a maximum of 12 per instructor 

and are available from just £20 per session (either run as part of an 

evening or on a Saturday) and can be part of your weekly evening 

programme or as an activity as part of your camp. 

Sessions can be run indoors or outdoors* at various locations around 

the district and we will come and assess your HQ at time of booking. 

For further details and bookings contact either Ritchie Thornley or 

Mark Mackay by email at:  westwirral.archery@gmail.com 

 

mailto:christine.kenyon@talktalk.net
mailto:westwirral.archery@gmail.com
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Please make cheques payable to "West Wirral District 
Scout Council Badge Account" and send to the address 
below. If you pass the cheques direct to Roy Kenyon (or 
pay by BACS) please let me know you have done so via 

email: alan.bennett@bamnuttall.co.uk 
 

Alan Bennett 
Badge Secretary West Wirral 

Tel No:  07920 496929 
 

*Please be aware that I'm often out so it’s best to ring or 
email me first to agree a mutually agreeable time for 

collections etc 

 

mailto:alan.bennett@bamnuttall.co.uk
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ADULT SUPPORT & TRAINING 

 

Course Information 

 
Below you will find details of all courses currently run by 
Merseyside County.  
 

Getting Started – (Welcome & Introduction) 

This informal course is intended for all new adult members within the 

County and will last for half a day. The course is an enhanced getting 

started that will seek to offer an exciting introduction to new adults and 

springboard both their membership to the movement and their training 

needs. 

2018 Courses: 

19th May   

15th September   

17th November   

Pre-requisite(s): Provisional Appointment 

Duration: Half day 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/adult-training-19-05-18-getting-started-training-registration-42095379413
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/adult-training-15-09-18-getting-started-training-registration-42095452632
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/adult-training-19-05-18-getting-started-training-registration-42095379413
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Section Essentials 

This full day course is intended for all new Beaver Scout, Cub Scout, 

Scout or Explorer Scout Leaders; or leaders who are moving between 

Sections. The course offers essential information on being a member of a 

Section Leadership Team as well as essential Section specific training. 

2018 Courses: 

12th May    

3rd November   

Pre-requisite(s): Getting Started 

Duration: One day 

 

 

Introduction to Residential Experiences 

This one-day course is a necessary requirement for all leaders. 

2018 Courses: 

7th October   

Pre-requisite(s):  
Getting Started & ideally Section Essentials or Management and 

Support Essentials 

Duration: One Day 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/adult-support-12-05-18-section-essentials-training-tickets-42095829760
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/adult-support-20-10-18-section-essentials-training-tickets-42095718427
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/adult-training-07-10-18-introduction-to-residential-experiences-registration-42096775589
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Nights Away 

This course requires a full day of preparation and then a residential 

weekend at Tawd Vale Scout Camp. It offers a fantastic opportunity to 

develop skills for offering residential experiences for adults from all 

Sections and is the first step for attaining a Nights Away permit for adults 

who do not yet possess the skills required. 

2018 Course: 

3rd June AND 22nd to 24th June   

Pre-requisite(s):  
Getting Started and Module 16 ideally Section Essentials or 

Management and Support Essentials 

 
Duration: One Day and One Weekend 

 

 
 
Further details concerning this year’s courses can be found by 
clicking on the link below:   
 
http://www.merseysidescouts.com/adult-support/course-
information 
 

 

Please note that bookings for courses will only be "live" on 

Eventbrite 3 months prior to the course date.  
 

  

http://www.merseysidescouts.com/adult-support/course-information
http://www.merseysidescouts.com/adult-support/course-information
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/adult-training-03-06-18-nights-away-3rd-june-and-22nd-to-24th-june-registration-42096450617
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DISTRICT DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES: 

 
 
April: 
 
21 Cubs District Outing to Chester Zoo 
 
23 St George’s Day  
 
28 Wirral Scout Post Marketing Workshop (10-2) 
 The Hey, Holy Trinity Church, Spital 
 
May: 
 
12 Cub Skills Day, 1st Frankby Greasby 
 
13 Scouts Shelterbox Scavenger Hunt, Liverpool  
 
June:  
 
15-17 Cubs Wingdings 
 
July: 
 
September: 
28-30 Scouts Geoffrey Beavan Challenge 
 
October: 
 
November: 
 

December: 


