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P.L. : Daniel Mclennan  Wolf Patrol

Friday 6th October

7:30 All six of the team members were dropped off at the
hut around 7:25 with our multiple bags of luggage
mainly consisting of food. Mat Jones, Mat Thomas,
Chris Jones and Adam Glen went with Mat Thomas' dad
in his car and Andy Johnson and I went with Dave.

8:30 We arrived at the site after getting lost a couple of
times, and getting stuck behind a tractor for half an hour
down all the little Welsh country roads. Both cars
arrived around the same time.

8:45 We had unpacked the cars and we now started to
put up the tents in a fairly strong winds which 1s fairly
difficult on your own.

9:00 After a bit of a struggle, the tents were up, so we
decided to go for a wander around the campsite and do a
bit of local exploring. We then stumbled around 1n the
dark for a bit, and wandered back into the mess tent and
froze to death all huddled around the lamps and our cups
of tea and biscuits.

10:00 We had supper, we had burger in batches, only
slightly charred. However I still managed to devour two.
11:00 We then managed to crawl to bed through the 6
inches of mud our campsite was situated on. I managed



to get to sleep after Adam had stopped nattering on to
Chris and Mat and Johnson and Vic had stopped farting.

Saturday 7th October

9:00 We managed to crawl out of our sleeping bags after
Tony beating the hell out of a frying pan with a wooden
spoon.

0:15 After managing to crawl to the toilets for a wash,
scrambling through the mud, we had breakfast ; a bowl
of cereal and a bacon sandwich.

10:00 We decided to go for a quick practise bike nde,
although it was only to the top of the campsite we still
managed to enjoy it and Johnson still managed to get
covered in mud and water. We got back to our own little
site and we noticed a rope swing over the other side of
the river running alongside the campsite. We all
wandered over there and having swinging competitions ;
who could get the highest, who could swing the furthest
and how many people we could get on it. Glen had an
unfortunate swing falling off and landing in a cowpat.
surprisingly nobody stood near to him for the rest of the
day.

11:30 Our first event was approaching getting out our
wetsuits, swimming trunks and towels, ready for the
classic event the canoeing.

12:00 We all clambered into the bus hooked up the
trailer and set off down to the Llangollen canal next to
the Chainbridge Hotel. The boats were untied and were
carried over to the scrutineer's stands. They all passed
with flying colours apart from a slight problem with one
of the toggles on one of the canoes. We had to carry the



canoes down a ridiculously steep, narrow, and slippery
steel bridge over the canal and then the canoes were
placed in the canal, if you could call it a canal that is,
you could barely get two canoes along side each other in
it, it was SO narrow.

12:03 At the very last minute I suddenly needed the loo,
so I had to leg in a wetsuit tripping over my spray deck. I
managed to find a half decent bush. I had to remove
about seven layers in around thirty seconds, then legging
it passed the Chainbridge Hotel half naked, I tried to put
on a wetsuit whilst doing the 100 meters sprint.

12:05 1 dived in the canoe and of we went on our 8km
canoe race. We, our team, consisting of Andy Johnson,
Matty Jones and myself . Came across many
obstructions, weird and wonderful sites and numerous
check points. The obstructions were things like some
young beginner canoeists blocking the whole canal with
a large Canadian canoe, large canal boats blocking
narrow passage ways under bridges, and we were also
delayed by, us avoiding water fowl and them attacking
us.

13:50 We came to the finish at the aqua duct over the
River Dee valley, with aching muscles and blisters the
size of golf balls all over my hands.

14:00 We carried the canoes back to the van, I don't
know how though with not a single strand of energy in
my body. We got changed and went for a walk over the
aqueduct.

14:30 We headed back to the campsite all dying for a
bite to eat, all rubbing our shoulders and stretching our
arms.



14:45 We arrived back at the campsite and Tony had the
lunch all laid out on trays and within seconds they were
empty. We had corned beef sandwiches and crisps with
Swiss rolls for afterwards and orange juice for a drink.
15:15 We had our second activity of the weekend, the
campsite project. This consisted of a treasure hunt
solving fairly difficult clues involving reverse writing
and even binary. We were led to various people around
the site and then finally we were given different lengths
of bamboo canes and various lengths of string, and we
were also given instructions for a table top pioneering
project. By the time we had completed the clues and the
search we had about an hour and a quarter left to
complete the pioneering project.

17:15 We had completed the pioneering project and we
had to hand it into the judges in the main caravan at the
entrance to the campsite.

17:30 We had dinner which was beef stew and potatoes
and carrots and for dessert we had rice pudding and jam.
18:30 We had to get ready for the third activity of the
challenge, a 6.5 km hike starting at the plough 1n just a
couple of miles past the horseshoe pass.

19:30 We had a bit of a mad dash to get the route plan
worked out, with only quarter of an hour before we had
to be there. Whilst still scribbling down the last
checkpoint details I ran over to the van, I jumped 1n and
off we went, to the plough inn.

7:00 We were checked in and were sent to a human
scruteneering point, basically just to check that we had
every thing that was listed in the requirements.

7:05 We were told to set off, although just as we did the
evening was excited up a bit, with a very close miss



()

between two cars, which delayed us by a few minutes,
because of us waiting for a few punches to be thrown.
The hike started off by walking along a little Welsh
country road and then we entered a forest the footpath
started off okay, but as we got deeper 1nto the forest it
got very dark and rooty making it quite difficult in the
dark. About half way into the forest we came across the
people that were meant to be manning the second check
point at the edge of the forest and followed them up, this
slowed down our pace a bit, but nothing drastically.
After coming to the second check point the people stayed
there and we were directed in the right direction, and we
followed a path running parallel with the forest, then just
followed a path past radio towers and then finally down a
forestry road.

20:15 We then followed this down to the finish line
where Rob was waiting with the van. We clambered into
the van and took our boots and socks off, and stank the
place out. We then waited for the other team to arrive.
20:40 The other team arrived twenty five minutes later
and then we set off back to camp.

21:20 After discussing the hike with the others we had
supper. Almost falling asleep from total exhaustion we
decided to have an early night especially with having to
get up so early the following morning.

22:00 We more or less sleep walked to our tents and just
laid on our sleeping bags and fell asleep more or less
straight away.

Sunday 8th October



)

7:20 We crawled out of bed still asleep. 1 think the only
thing that got us out of bed was the smell of the
breakfast. That morning the dew had soaked everything,
not making the mud situation any better. With the fourth
and final event coming up within minutes we had to
make a mad rush to get ready.

8:00 We arrived at the start of the cycling coarse which
was actually the finishing point of yesterdays night hike.
We took our bikes to a make shift scruteneers stand,
which was in the middle of a road, and the check was
basically hold it about a foot off the ground and drop 1t,
and if anything fell off you failed and if nothing did your
bike passed. We were told to ride over to the start line all
six of us were lined up and set off at minute intervals.
We followed the hike path but in reverse until the
checkpoint were we left the forest the night before. We
then went across the moors and across a marsh which
was a bit tricky because when crossing the marsh we had
to ride on slippery narrow wooden boards, which stopped
you getting stuck in the mud.

8:45 We reached the finish line which was close to the
car park at world's end were our troop had previously
been on a day hike. Mat and Chris Jones and I arrived
more or less at the same time then a few minutes later
Andy Johnson arrived and then a few minutes later Adam
Glen and then finally Mat Thomas.

9:00 The mud camouflaged bikes were loaded into the
van and we set off back to the camp to start taking the
tents down.

9:15 Unfortunately when we got back the tents were still
soaked. So we wiped down the hike tents and moved
them into the sunlight because unfortunately the site was



set up in the shadow of the trees of the wooded banks of
the river behind our campsite.

10:00 I think with not having a lot to do we started
getting on Tony's nerves a bit. So Andy, Rob and Dave
decided to take us into the actual village of Llangollen.
Where we had a look round some of the shops and then
scrambled down to the river Dee running straight through
the middle of the village.

1:00 We made our way back to the campsite with only
one of us buying anything not edible, which was Mat
Thomas buying a strap for his watch.

1:15 We had got back and had our lunch and now we had
come to the end of the camp and we had to start folding
up the tents and putting them away, we also had to
straighten out all the pegs with sleeping right next to
river bank, because of a layer of stones and rocks about
an inch under the surface.

2:00 The presentation of prizes. We were all ready for
receiving the tons of trophies and medals we thought we
were all about to receive. However, we, the senior team
didn't get anywhere near this, all we managed to achieve
was a measly third place in the camp project, which got
us a certificate, I suppose it's better than a kick in the
teeth though. However as for the junior team they did
get what we were all hoping for, absolutely tons of
certificates and medals and even a trophy. The junior
team came first in all of the team events and Chris did
very well in the individual awards getting lots of firsts
and seconds.

2:30 We arrived back with our wad of certificates and
our trophy they didn't have the smaller individual
trophies as they had to be sent off to get engraved. This



left Tony, Andy and Rob gob smacked. We had a quick
photo shoot and then we were off back home.

4:00 We arrived back at the hut all very sleepy from the
journey. We unpacked the van and trailer hung things up
to dry and put the canoes back 1n the canoe room.

5:00 We were dropped off back home with our half ton
of luggage and our eye lids feeling as though they were
made out of lead.



