





WEST WIRRAL 1907-1982

PREFACE

Seventy five years sounds a Long time, but in terms of history, Lt 4is
in gact rnelatively short. The growth of an organisation for boys grom
the inspirnation 0§ a single man (Baden-Powell) in 1907 to a world-wide
membership of over 16 million in 1982 is therefore nemarkable. Thus,
on the occasdion 0§ our 75th Anndiversary, a Look over our shoulderns

may be briefly justified before we again set oun eyes §iumly Lo the
guture and the continued development o4 owr Movement.

In offering this 'potted histony' of West Wirnnal Distrnict, I do s0 as
a purely amateur historian whose fascination forn the topic and
admiration for our forebears grew as each new gact came to Light.

My neseanches gfor this document would not have been possible without
considenable assistance ghom the following quarterns which L& ghate-
gully acknowledged:-

- The Library at Gilwell Park and the Archivist at
Baden-Powell House where 1 was able to situdy
early publications which revealed the evolving
strwetune 1907-1922.

- The Hoylake and West Kinby News and Advertiser
also provided a fruditful source, gor the early
yearns especially.

- The Late J W Garnett kept meticulous County
Reconds gorn Cheshire West grom 1917-1934; (I
am most ghatedul to Cheshire (West] for the
Loan of this valuable hecond).

- Successdive District Secretaries have faithfully
neconded the work o4 the District in the District
Minutes and T have been fortunate to have a
complete set of Minutes available grom the 1922
rhe-organisation to date.

- D L Gandner who pdicked up much valuable Lnformation
gon this history duning his own reseanches for the
necond o Kings/Queens Scouts and Awand Holders,
which he 4is cuwvrently assembling.

- Personal memordes of several friends 4in West
Wival who helped to set pleces of the jig-saw
into place.

Chronological accuracy has been sought, but may not have been achieved
(especially in those early yeans). 1§ you find any such inaccuracy,

I hope you will Let me know - it may help whoever will write the
Centenarny Edition 4in 2007}

ik oot

R M TWEMLOW
May 1982







WEST WIRRAL 1908 - 1982

1908 : Baden Powell published 'Scouting for Boys' and, within a short
time, Scout Patrols started forming spontaneously. Wirral was
no exception and, although no formal records were kept at this
stage, County Records assembled later (1917) suggest there was
probably a 1st and 2nd West Kirby at least in 1908.

The Local Association of 'North West Wirral' (later to become
simply 'West Wirral') was registered on 17.11.08.

1909 : Nationally the Movement was catching the imagination of boys
who were buying the 'Scout' magazine in increasing numbers.

Locally, information is sparse; there is evidence that a 1st
Heswall Troop was operating. It is quite probable that other
Troops were also forming, but the pattern in the early days was
relatively fluid with many Troops forming and then disbanding
after a short life.

1910

It is recorded that Scout Patrols were formed at the Church Lads
Brigade in West Kirby. These were affiliated to the
"Incorporated Church Scout Patrols', a separate organisation
from the '"B-P Scouts'; the former ceased as an organisation in
1914, However the two organisations maintained liaison and ICSP
delegates were invited to several of the major rallies etc. of
the day.

1911 : On April 27th a meeting was held to form a committee for the
administration of Scouting in the area of "Hoylake, West Kirby,
Meols, Thurstaston, Caldy, Irby, Greasby, Frankby and Newton'.
This meeting was held at the 1lst West Kirby HQ in Seafield
Meadow, West Kirby and T D Lee (who was Scoutmaster of the lst
West Kirby) was appointed Secretary. The meeting was addressed
by Col. R L Hutchinson who was at that time D.C. for the whole
of the Wirral Penninsula.

1912 : A lst Newton Troop was formed early in the year (or possibly
late 1911). It appears to have been largely sponsored by the
Royden family of Frankby. It had no permanent HQ, often meeting
at Farm Buildings etc; its catchment area was Newton, Frankby,
Greasby, Irby and Thurstaston which seems relatively large
considering the lack of public transport. However it was very
active and achieved frequent reports in 'The West Kirby News &
Advertiser'; also a brief item in 'Scout Magazine' on April 27th.

1913 : A Local Association for the 'Birkenhead & Wirral District' was
formed for the 'B-P Girl Guides' by several prominent local
women. In a letter to local newspapers, Lady Mary Royden quotes
from a pamphlet written by Miss Baden-Powell (President), stating
that "Girl Guides are never to be seen parading the streets with
boys, nor loafing about; on the contrary, they are encouraged
in every way to retain their womanliness, so that they may be
good mothers and good Guides to the next generation'. Four Guide
Companies were affiliated on the Wirral Penninsula.



1914

1915 :

1916

1917

1918

1919

1920

2.

The 1st Newton and lst West Kirby Scout Troops continued to
prosper; it is possible that other Troops were active (e.g.
at Heswall) but local records have not been located for search.

In March the lst Newton, lst and 2nd West Kirby Troops joined
with other Wirral Troops at the HQ of the Birkenhead YMCA Troop
before lining the route for the visit of HM King George V to
Birkenhead.

"The West Kirby News & Advertiser" notes that a recent parade

produced the following sums for the participating Troop's effort
towards the war needs:-

lst West Kirby - £2,15.11d
2nd West Kirby - £4.11.6id
lst Newton - £1.08.0d.

This made £23 in less than 3 weeks - a 'magnificent effort'.

A 3rd West Kirby Troop was also in existence at this stage, as
indicated by local newspaper reports.

IHQ convened a conference of local commissioners to discuss local
organisation. As a result, the Scout County of Cheshire was
split into 'Cheshire-East' and 'Cheshire-West'.

The first available local census for the N.W. Wirral Local
Association records a total of 130 members as follows:-

lst West Kirby - 19

2nd West Kirby - 28
3rd West Kirby - 37
lst Newton - 46

Wolf Cub Packs were by now active at lst and 3rd West Kirby.

The demands of the Great War meant that many Leaders were away
on active service and this was beginning to affect the Movement.
Numbers declined and the 3 West Kirby Troops recorded 13, 26 and
26 members respectively. The 1lst Newton Troop although believed
to still be in existence, failed to supply a census return.

Ist West Kirby close after 11 years. A new Troop is registered

as lst Frankby with 11 members which, with 2nd and 3rd West Kirby,
provide the only census returns. lst Newton, although registered,
fail to provide numbers.

The after-effects of the leadership crisis caused by the Great
War catch up with local Scouting. None of the original Troops
survived into 1921; i.e. the 2nd and 3rd West Kirby, 1lst Newton
and newly formed lst Frankby all closed. However, a new Group
(1st Hoylake) was formed at the Grove Lads Club and registered
on 3.12.20.

The Wirral District was reorganised; the new N.W. Wirral District
comprises the L.A.'s of Birkenhead and N.W. Wirral under their
own D.C., J Evans of Birkenhead.




3.
1921 : A rebuilding programme seems to have been initiated with emphasis
being switched away from West Kirby. Thus we find new Groups

as follows:-

1st Irby & Thurstaston

registered on 29.2.21, affiliated to Thurstaston Church
School; however only lasted one year

1st Heswall

registered on 21.3.21, affiliated to Heswall Presbyterian
Church, THIS GROUP IS STILL ACTIVE IN 1982 - i.e. IT IS
WEST WIRRAL'S LONGEST RUNNING GROUP

1st Ness

registered on 31.10.21, affiliated to the C. of E. School
but only survived 2 years

1st West Kirby

re-registered under the same Scoutmaster (R G Mullineaux),
now meeting at the Christian Institute, West Kirby

1st Neston

affiliated to the Congregational Church, but again, only
lasting one year.

1922 : This appears to have been a significant year in the development
of the District organisation.

On 27th June the lst Heswall Troop Committee convened a meeting
of persons interested in forming a Heswall & District Local
Association. The meeting was addressed by J Evans, D.C. for the
N.W. Wirral District (including Birkenhead) and was also
attended by R G Mullineaux, accredited as Secretary of the
Hoylake & District L.A. (but listed by IHQ and County as
secretary of N.W. Wirral L.A.). This new L.A. covered the area
from Thurstaston and Irby down to Neston and Parkgate.

Later that year the local structure was again re-organised, with
the former N.W. Wirral District being further split into
Birkenhead District and West Wirral District. Thus West Wirral
became a District (as opposed to a Local Association) for the
first time and the first West Wirral District Commissioner was
W H Marquis. R G Mullineaux was appointed an ADC,

On December 18th a joint meeting between the Hoylake and Heswall
Associations was held to form a new Local Association. This new
Association was re-registered with IHQ. (A copy of the
registration certificate hangs today in the District HQ.)

A new Troop, lst Meols, was registered on 29.11.22; HQ at the
'Church Hall' (presumably St. John's). This Troop survived until
1927 before closing.



1923

1924

1925

1926

1927

4,

Hoylake requested that the Local Association be split with a new

Hoylake & Moreton Association being formed; this was turned down
by IHQ.

A new Troop was formed at West Kirby Parish Church. However,
within 6 months either this Troop or (more probably) the
Christian Institute Troop closed, leaving only one Troop in West
Kirby, referred to as 'lst West Kirby'.

1st Frankby re-opened and was re-registered on 25.9.23 with the
HQ listed as Greasby Road.

1st Ness closed, leaving only 5 Troops, lst Heswall, 1lst Hoylake,
1st Meols, lst Frankby and 1lst West Kirby.

1st Heswall were granted £20 towards the building of a hut, having
met in the Presbyterian Church Hall up to that point.

New Troops were formed at Calday Grange Grammar School (survived to
1930), Heswall Nautical School (survived 2 years), lst Moreton and

1st Upton.

The formation of the lst Moreton brought another request for the
formation of a separate Moreton L.A., which was again turned down.
This Troop was an open Troop which met at the Parish Hall and
survived until 1940 or 1941,

The lst Upton Troop was formed at the Open Air School. (It was
subsequently amalgamated with the Overchurch Troop in 1935 and

hence it is the direct root of today's Overchurch-Upton Troop.

OVERCHURCH-UPTON CAN THEREFORE LAY CLAIM TO BEING WEST WIRRAL'S
SECOND OLDEST GROUP SURVIVING CONTINUOUSLY TO 1982.)

The 1lst West Kirby Troop was disbanded early in 1926 following a
dispute with their controlling body, the Parish Church, who were
proposing to form a Church Lads Brigade.

A new Troop was formed at the Liverpool Crippled Children's
Hospital, Leasowe (later the Margaret Beavan Hospital) which ran

for almost 50 years, closing in 1973.

Several local Troops attended a County Rally at Chester where the
principal guest was HRH the Prince of Wales.

A significant appointment within the District produced Capt.
R T Bigland as West Wirral's first ADC for Cubs; also F O Paul
joined the District Committee.

Capt. R T Bigland (Bob) was appointed West Wirral's second
District Commissioner. F O Paul was elected West Wirral President.

A meeting of the Three-Districts, Birkenhead, Wallasey and West
Wirral, proposed a new Wirral Scout County with a boundary to be
drawn between Ellesmere Port and Burton. This was turned down by
1HQ.



1928 :

1929

5.

New Groups formed that year were lst Torpenhow (which survived
as a Group until fairly recently, apart from closure during the
War), 2nd Moreton (which survived to 1937) 1lst Nestom (which

met in the Comrades Hut and still survives today, but was
transferred to Ellesmere Port District at the 1973 Boundary
revision), lst Woodchurch (which met at the Council School and
survived to 1937) and 3rd Moreton (which met at the Mission Hall
and survived until 1942-43).

The 1st West Kirby Troop was restarted at the Church School after
a one year break, by Mr W R B Godson. (But for that break,
today's 1lst West Kirby could claim to be West Wirral's second
oldest Group. However, in terms of continuous operation 1ST WEST
KIRBY RANKS AS THIRD OLDEST GROUP.)

1st Heswall purchased an ex—army hut from Heswall Golf Club and

erected it adjacent to the Puddydale (the site of today's Post
Office).

Some friction arose between Wallasey and West Wirral Districts
after the former made direct approaches to the Moreton Troops to
transfer to Wallasey. However all decided to remain with West
Wirral.

New Groups formed were lst Barnston (HQ listed as 'The Schools',
survived to 1935), 4th Moreton (then sponsored by Sacred Heart

RC Church, but now an Open Group and WEST WIRRAL'S ATH OLDEST
GROUP), lst Parkgate (which survived only 4 years), 2nd West Kirby
(Methodist Church Group and the District's first Sea Scout Troop;
survived to 1937) and 2nd Hoylake, which was sponsored by the
Hoylake Welsh Presbyterian Church and is a direct forbear of the

Hilbre Group (see later) giving Hilbre claim to be the 5TH OLDEST

GROUP TODAY. A West Wirral Rover Crew was also started, meeting
at Upton Road, Moreton.

Several Troops attended a County Rally at Eaton Park attended by
the Chief Scout, Lord Baden-Powell,

A significant development nationally was the introduction of the
Group structure. Previously Cub Packs and Scout Troops were
separately registered (as is still the practice today with Brownie
Packs and Guide Companies in the Guide Movement) .

This was a very significant year in the life of West Wirral, for
the 21st Anniversary Jamboree was held inside our District at
Arrowe Park. Most local people who were resident on the Wirral

at that time have vivid memories of a very happy occasion, albeit
rather wet. Scouts from all over the World attended the Jamboree.
20 places were allocated to West Wirral in a joint Troop with
Wallasey, but 40 actually attended; half the first week and half
the second week. 15 additional places were also made available
by East Cheshire, making 55 in all.

Also within the District B-P and the Prince of Wales attended a
spectacular Sea Scout Rally held at the Marine Lake, West Kirby,
probably the most significant National event experienced by that
community. Unfortunately it rained there too'! Included in the
big parade on the lake was a giant floating dragon operated by
Sea Scouts inside it.
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1931 :
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West Wirral were responsible for organising an official auxilliary
camp on land made available by F O Paul (later Overchurch Camp
Site) and 109 West Wirral Scouts attended this camp. F O Paul
also kindly erected a Scout Hut at Pasture Road by Moreton Railway
Station which he donated to West Wirral. Initially this hut was
used by the 2nd Moreton Troop then in existence.

The intense Scouting activity in the area created increased
interest in the Movement and over the next 3 years numbers increased
by 20% with several new Groups started.

New Groups in 1929 were the 3rd West Kirby (W.K. Convalescant Home;
survived to 1967 apart from 1944-46), lst Ness Holt (sponsored by
the Church School; survived to 1936), 5th Moreton (West Wirral's
second Sea Scout Group which also met at Pasture Road; this Group
closed in 1937) and 2nd Neston (HQ listed as Broadlake, Leighton
Road; the Group survived to 1934). 1lst Frankby was restarted
after a 2 year lapse; they later combined with lst Greasby (1946)
to become lst Frankby/Greasby making the latter the 6TH OLDEST
GROUP TODAY.

The 1st West Kirby Group became an Open Group (previously sponsored
by the Parish Church).

A new Troop was formed at the Leas School, Hoylake which, apart
from a period when the School was evacuated during the war, remained
in operation until 1975.

However, the District's other School Troop at Calday Grange Grammar

School was closed.

Much publicity was gained by a torchlight procession from Forest
Road, Meols to West Kirby, concluding with a Camp Fire at West Kirby.

The leaders of the 2nd Hoylake fell into dispute with their
sponsor, the Welsh Presbyterian Church, over the membership of

the Group. The Church wanted to re-register as a 'closed' Group
(i.e. only open to members of the Sunday School) whereas the
leaders wished it to remain an 'Open' Group. After discussions
convened by the District Committee, it was agreed to split the
Group. The Church retained the registration for 2nd Hoylake plus
the Troop Flag, whilst the Scouters and Boys were allowed to leave
to form a new Group to be known as the Hilbre Group; the equipment
was also to be taken over by the new Group. The Hilbre Group
(registered on 21.1.31) still survives today but 2nd Hoylake
eventually closed in 1940-41.

The 1st Willaston Group was transferred to West Wirral from
Birkenhead District (formerly the 28th Birkenhead); this particular
Group closed in 1936. (Note: Willaston has been part of Birkenhead
District to 1931, West Wirral to 1946, Ellesmere Port to 1958, West
Wirral to 1973 and is currently part of Ellesmere Port District.)

Tom Bigland (A.S.M. lst Heswall) saved a man from drowning in the
River Severn at Worcester and was awarded a Bronze Cross for
Gallantry.

The 'Scout’ statue was unveiled at Arrowe Park; 40 members of
West Wirral were allocated places.



1932 : 1st West Kirby acquired land from the Lear Home of Recovery at

West Kirby to build an HQ; their current HQ stands on the same
site today.

lst and 4th Moreton amalgamated early in 1932 but apparently
didn't get on well together as they separated after only 2 months.

West Wirral Groups subscribe £1/Group to build a Log Cabin at
Overchurch Camp Site as a mark of appreciation following the
donation of this land by F O Paul. The total cost was estimated
as £29-£30 including £6 for the timber. Construction was largely
carried out by West Wirral Groups.

F O Paul, a great supporter of Scouting in West Wirral, was
appointed County Commissioner for West Cheshire in 1932,

The Scoutmaster (Eric Patten), ASM and several Sea Scouts of the
2nd West Kirby were commended by B-P in a personal letter

following their rescue of two men from drowning off the coast at
West Kirby.

New Groups started in 1932 were the 4th West Kirby (sponsored by
West Kirby Presbyterian Church; survived to 1940-41), lst
Overchurch (later combined with the lst Upton Group started in
1925, and thus known as Overchurch-Upton since 1934; still in
existence today), 1st Burton (a relatively small Group which
survived only to 1938), and 1st Irby (which was also short-lived;
closed 1936-37). -

1933 : 20 West Wirral Scouts attended the Jamboree at Budapest in Hungary
at a cost of £18/head.

Sir Thomas Royden donated a piece of land at Frankby for the use
of the 1lst Frankby Troop.

Today's 1lst Thurstaston Troop was started ranking them 7th IN
SENIORITY OF TODAY'S GROUPS.

The first Wood Badge Course was held at Overchurch Campsite which
was being fully used with 3,772 Scouts being recorded as camping
there during the Summer. It was also recorded that 5,300 bathes
were taken in the Swimming Pool and that the flood lighting of the
pool had proved very popular on hot evenings.

F 0 Paul (County Commissioner) had also secured Brynbach Farm
(350 acres) at Saron near Denbigh for use as a Scout Camp.

1934 : An additional feature at Overchurch Campsite was a new Rover Den/
Camp Shop, again donated by F O Paul.

The 1st Overchurch and 1st Upton Groups amalgamated to form today's
Overchurch-Upton Group. 2nd Neston Group closed.

The 1st Ness Holt introduced Sea Scouting with the formation of a
Rover Sea Scout Crew and a Senior Sea Scout Patrol for the older
Scouts,




1935 : F O Paul was elected a Chief Scout's Commissioner whilst
Geoffrey Beavan (our President today) was appointed an ASM at
Leasowe Children's Hospital.

Four West Wirral Rovers attended the World Rover Moot in
Stockholm.

The 1lst Barnston Group closed.

A Jubilee Bonfire was held at Heswall,

1936 : A reorganisation of Scouting in Neston brought the Ness/Holt
Rover Sea Scouts across to the Ist Neston Group which changed
to a Sea Scout Group. However the 1st Ness/Holt Troop continued.

Tom Bigland was appointed a District Scoutmaster.

The Leasowe Hospital Group won the Northern Signalling Shield with
a 1007 total score.

1937 : A grant from the Jubilee Trust enabled the District to purchase
land at Pensby (the site of today's 3rd Heswall HQ) and Greasby.

Scouts sold Coronation Programmes throughout the District.

27 Scouts and 3 Scouters attended the Jamboree at Vogelenzang,
Holland.

The 5th Moreton and 2nd West Kirby Sea Scout Groups closed down.

1938 : After several years as District Chairman (as well as County
Commissioner), F O Paul resigned and was replaced by
L 0 B Harding.

Discussions were held concerning the possible staging of a

Merseyside Gang Show (remember Merseyside County was not even dreamed
of at that stage!). However, Wallasey and Birkenhead declined to
participate hence West Wirral were not invited by Liverpool to
participate.

Trouble in Greasby! F O Paul purchased the 0ld Methodist Church

and it was proposed to start a new Group there (lst Greasby).

However the Scouters of the 1lst Frankby Group intimated that they
would resign en masse if the new Group started. After much discussion
the 1st Frankby Scouters agreed to carry on, although still unhappy.
(Note: 8 years later the two Groups were combined to form today's

1st Frankby/Greasby.)

The 2nd Moreton Group closed down.

1939 : The lst Pensby Group was formed (closed 1956); this Group built
Headquarters on the land purchased in 1937 with a grant from the
Jubilee Trust. Today's 3rd Heswall Group occupy the original
1st Pensby site.



1940 -
1941

1942 :

1943 :

9.

Preparations for civil defence etc. were being made in the

community and the Scouts were called on to help. A Coast Guard
course was held at Thurstaston and the lst Neston Sea Scouts
affiliated to the Government scheme for coast watching. Arrangements
were made to contact and welcome Scouts in the Militia Camp at
Arrowe Park. Waste paper collection was organised.

The lst Heswall's Hut was moved from the Puddydale to Sandy Lane

(the current location of the lst Heswall HQ) at a cost of approx.
£100.

A new Group was started at the Heswall Children's Hospital, but
closed within a year.

Information on these years is relatively sparse due to the
preoccupation of the community with the war effort. Many Leaders
left to join the Forces and the lst Thurstaston HQ was requisitioned
for war use. The Leas School was evacuated to Penrith for the
duration of the war. No census was taken in 1940, but the 1941
figure shows a drop in numbers to 75% of the 1939 figure. Meetings
of the District Executive dropped from a monthly frequency to a
6-monthly frequency and even then members had great difficulty in
attending due to Public Transport restrictions.

Amongst items discussed by the District Executive was the decision
of the Government not to issue clothing coupons for Scout Uniform.

Captain T S Bigland ("Tom'", the son of "Bob" Bigland who was DC at
that time, and subsequently served as DC himself) was awarded the
DSO for 'personal bravery and devotion to duty whilst on service
with the Military Expeditionary Force'. The news was greeted

with great applause at the March Scouters Meeting.

'War Service Patrols' for 15-18 year olds who must "have what it
takes" were given local publicity via use of an IHQ pamphlet.

The Hilbre Group HQ having been requisitioned for war work, the
Group met temporarily in the home of Mrs Kemp.

Several Troops were being run at this stage by P.L.'s in the absence
of their Scouters on war duty; the District Scoutmasters

supervised several such Troops. The DC's report of 1942 noted

that during 1941-42 there had been 2 awards for bravery and 17
members killed, prisoners of war, or missing. There were 220
members of the District serving with HM Forces or Civil Defence
whilst at home the 14 Active Groups were being run by a band of

only 37 Scouters.

lst Neston Sea Scouts achieved Admiralty recognition at the first
attempt.

It is interesting to note that even in 1943 plans for post-war
Scouting were being drawn up by Groups, District and County.

A new Group was formed in Moreton at Moreton Parish Church, known
as 5th Moreton (but apparently unrelated to the earlier Sea Scout
Group of that name).



1944

1945

1946

10.

Uniform was discussed again by the Executive. Lack of Clothing
coupons was a major difficulty, and in any event the Senior Scouts
were said to prefer to wear long trousers in preference to the
obligatory shorts.

the lst Hoylake HQ was commandeered by the Military Authorities
despite strong protests.

New Groups registered or re-registered were 2nd West Kirby Sea
Scouts (restarted at Westbourne Road Methodist Church by one of
their former Scouters, Mr F A Heazell; the Group had closed in
1937). 2nd Frankby (the Torpenhow School Group which had lapsed
at the beginning of the war) and The Grange Group, West Kirby
(about which little is recorded except that the GSM was Rev.
Davidson; the Group only lasted 2 years).

The lst Willaston Group were transferred to Ellesmere Port District
(the original 1st Willaston Group had come to us from Birkenhead
District in 1931!)

An Annual Report was printed in place of holding an AGM, due to the
continuing transport difficulties.

Hilbre and lst Hoylake Groups, deprived of the use of their HQs

were both meeting at the Hoylake Rugby Club Pavilionm.

2nd Irby closed due to lack of suitable leaders; Cubs and Scouts
were absorbed by local Groups.

The District collected £206 for the National Appeal for a memorial
to B-P who had died in Kenya in 1941.

The lst Frankby and lst Greasby Groups were amalgamated under the
leadership of Mr H E Boden.

The Overchurch Campsite was passed over to the West Wirral, Wallasey
and Birkenhead District, to jointly manage.

The Annual Report records the War Work of local Scouts as follows:

361 served in HM Forces
22 killed on active service
2 wounded
51 gained Commissioned Rank
108 served in Civil Defence Services
Decorations won included one DSO, one MC, one MBE, one MM
and one Legion of Merit (USA) with five mentioned in despatches.

Salvage collected included:

148 tons of paper
1 ton of rags
1 ton of metal
8,000 Jam Jars
2,000 Books
1,500 Razor Blades.

Work done included:

331 Indoor Air-raid shelters erected
12,976 hours of Harvesting and Farm work
12 hours Forestry work



11.

The 3rd West Kirby (Convalescent Home) Group was restarted
(closed 1967).

S5th Moreton Group were forced to close after their SM was called
up for military service.

After two decades of service, the resignation of Captain R T Bigland
was reluctantly accepted by the LA and the County Commissioner,
However, the family connection was maintained as Bob's son, Lt. Col.
T S Bigland DSO, MBE, was appointed the new DC.

1947 : Following the introduciton of the new 'Senior Scout' scheme for
15-18 year olds, Harold Boden was appointed West Wirral's first
ADC for Senior Scouts.

Local Scouts collect jampots again in support of a National
campaign to emsure that the year's jam manufacture could be bottled.
(There was a post—war shortage of glass.)

The 1st Burton Group was registered (this Group was transferred to
Ellesmere Port District in 1974 following local Government
reorganisation).

The 2nd Moreton Group was formed and given the use of the 5th Moreton
Hut which was moved from the site by Moreton station to the site
behind the Baptist Church. The Wynn family were responsible for
founding this Group and have been associated with it to this day.

2nd Moreton RANK 9th IN SENIORITY TODAY.

Seven boys attended the Paris Jamboree under the leadership of
'Skip' Hazlehurst of 1st West Kirby.

Lt. Col. T S Bigland was appointed Deputy C.C. towards the end
of the year and Mr J P Hindley was appointed to succeed him as
West Wirral's DC in December 1947.

1948 : F O Paul resigned as County Commissioner, completing over 20 years
of unstinting service to the Movement, particularly to West Wirral
and Cheshire West. He was also a most generous benefactor who
donated many gifts including the Overchurch Campsite and Swimming
Pool to the surrounding Districts, and the magnificent campsite at
Brynbach near Denbigh*, Our own Lt. Col. Tom Bigland was appointed
C.C. to succeed Mr Paul.

Footnote

Tt is a matter of painful regret to the Local Scouting Community that the
Scout Association found it necessary to dispose of the Brynbach Campsite

in 1952. Equally the fine Overchurch Campsite fell into disuse in the
1970's due to progressive development of the area surrounding the camp

and the vandalism which resulted. At the time of writing the local
Districts await the result of an appeal agalnst the refusal by Wirral
Borough Council of planning permission, as it is hoped to sell Overchurch
to release funds which can be used to make F O Paul's generous gift work
for the Movement again. However, whatever the outcome, there is no doubt
that many thousands of boys first experienced the delights of Scout Camping
at Overchurch or Brymbach (the author includedl!), thanks to the gemerosity
of F O Paul.

Brynbach is still associated with the Paul family and year by year, West
Wirral Troops return to camp at that beautiful spot with its special
memories.



1949

1950
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The 1lst Thurstaston Group was able to re-open under the leadership
of Mr E V ("Vic™) Martin.

A 'Jamborette' was held at Overchurch in September with an ambitious
programme, including the 'Flame of Overchurch' which arrived at the
opening ceremony. There were, in fact, four flames, being carried
Olympic style from Town Halls in each of the 4 Districts (Birkenhead,
Wallasey, Bebington and W. Wirral). 432 Scouts attended.

Overchurch-Upton having dropped to just a Cub Pack were able to
restart their Troop in the Autumn.

The Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital were able to get a Group
going, registered as the 2nd Heswall; the leaders responsible were
Mr and Mrs P V Smith who between them were GSM, SM and CM for both
lst Heswall and 2nd Heswalll Mrs Smith was also assisting at

1st Pensby.

In March, Vic Martin was appointed ADC; at about the same time
Harold Boden, ADC (Snr.Scouts) retired (he had also been very active
in other spheres, particularly the Overchurch Campsite Committee;

he continued as GSM at lst Frankby/Greasby and with his interest

in 2nd Frankby).

A Group sponsored by the Salvation Army was formed in Moreton (the
Third different Group to be registered as the 5th Moreton; it only
survived for a year or two).

A second 'Jamborette' was held in September at the Overchurch
Campsite, attracting approx. 5,000 spectators.

The lst Great Meols Group was started by Mr L V Webber; the Group
ranks 10TH IN SENIORITY TODAY.

4th Moreton embarked on the building of a brick HQ to replace their

ex—-Army hut which was approx. 38 hears old. Hilbre purchased a

2nd hand hut from the Seaman's orphanage, Frankby. To enable them
to have an HQ of their own; for some time they had been dependent
on the generosity of lst Hoylake.

The District Boundary was slightly amended to transfer the
Woodchurch Estate to Birkenhead District. (This regularised the
position of a Group already operating on the Estate but affiliated
to Birkenhead District.)

On Saturday 27th May, the Chief Scout, (Lord Rowallan) paid a

visit to West Wirral. First he visited the Margaret Beavan Hospital
Group at Leasowe to present the 'Silver Acorn’' to their GSM

My M Marshall. Then he called at the new Hilbre HQ to perform

the official opening before journeying on to Brynbach Campsite to
unvail a memorial to F O Paul.

At the beginning of the year the 3rd Heswall Group was formed,
sponsored by Our Lady & St. John RC Church. (This Group today
ranks 11TH IN SENIORITY.) As with most aspects of Heswall
Scouting, the 1lst HESWALL Group were instrumental in getting the
new Group off the ground and initially 3rd Heswall met at Sandy
Lane.

Towards the end of the year, a new 2nd Hoylake Group was formed
at Kingsmead School. (This Group closed in 1954.)
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1952 :

1953

1954

1955

1956
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Mr G Beavan, GSM of the Hilbre Group (and today's President)
led the Cheshire-West County Contingent to the Jamboree at
Bad Ischl in Austria. 5 West Wirral boys also attended.

A new 2nd Neston (St. Winefride's) was registered (but closed
only 2 years later).

Mr R O Freeman was appointed District Secretary.

The 3rd Hoylake (St Catherine's) Group was started. (This Group
ran for 11 years, closing in 1962.)

4th Moreton opened their new HQ.

Mr H E Boden was welcomed back as ADC (Senior Scouts) and
Mr R O Freeman was appointed ADC (General).

Miss M Blackburn Jones (previously our ADC Cubs) was appointed
ACC (Cubs). Mr G Beavan was appointed ADC (Events).

The lst Newton Group was started (making them 12TH IN SENIORITY
TODAY) .

Mr A J Kentish Barnes was elected President in succession to
Sir Ernest Royden.

Coronation activities were held at Overchurch and the Beacons at
West Kirby and Heswall were arranged by local Scout Groups.

4 Scouts attended the Coronation Thanksgiving Service at Westminster
Abbey; 1500 Coronation programmes were sold in the District.

Mr R O Freeman was appointed District Commissioner in succession
to Mr J P Hindley.

2nd Greasby were formed, with their first warranted Scouter being

Charles Upton as CM (today's GSL). 2nd Greasby are therefore 13th

IN ORDER OF SENIORITY.

The 6th Moreton were formed making them 14th IN ORDER OF SENIORITY.
The 1lst Pensby Group, after several difficult years, were finally
forced to close down. The remaining boys and leaders were

accommodated in neighbouring Groups.

The Chief Scout (Lord Rowallan) attended a County Rally at Chester
at which 8 West Wirral boys received Queen's Scout badges.

The first West Wirral 'Senior Scout Weekend' was held at Llangollen.

6th Moreton obtained a lease from Wallasey Corporation on a suitable

site for their proposed HQ. 1st Thurstaston were offered the

1st Pensby hut, but after due consideration turned it down as too
small for their purposes.

The County Commissionmer ran a scheme for Patrols as a result of
which 25 'Patrol Pennants' were awarded in West Wirral out of the
total of 100 in the County.

Consideration was given to forming a Rover Crew at the RAF Camp at
Larton, West Kirby. However, the airmen were at the camp for such
a short period that it proved impractical,
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This year saw the celebration of B-P's centenary and the Golden
Jubilee of the Brownsea Island Camp. Several special events
were mounted, the most significant of which was the Kontiki Raft
Building Competition held on West Kirby Marine Lake and still
remembered by many in the District.

The Jubilee Jamboree, Indaba and Moot (J.I.M.) was held at
Sutton Coldfield with 13 attenting the Jamboree, one Scouter to
the Indaba and 6 Rovers to the Moot. One of the Cheshire Troops
was led by Vic Martin of West Wirral.

Several moves were made in respect of Group HQs. 6th Moreton
completed the building of theirs; 1st Neston receilved notice
to quit their HQ near to the 'Boathouse Cafe' but obtained a
21 year lease on a site in the centre of Parkgate; 1st Great
Meols also received notice to quit.

A new Group was formed at Willaston; the lst Willaston was, as
far as West Wirral was concerned, one of the casualties of Local
Government reorganisation, being transferred to Ellesmere Port
District in 1974.

Birkenhead District approached West Wirral with a view to the
Woodchurch and Thingwall Groups transferring to West Wirral.
However, it was decided to leave things as they stood.

1st Great Meols acquired a new HQ.

3rd Heswall were granted use of the old hut used previously by
Ist Pensby and now owned by the District. Previously the 3rd

Heswall had met in the lst Heswall and then the 1lst Thingwall HQ.

lst Thurstaston and 3rd Hoylake were both interested in acquiring

huts for transfer to sites 1n theilr areas.

The lst Frankby/Greasby HQ was severely damaged by fire; Cubs
continued by meeting with 2nd Greasby whilst the Scouts met (when
possible) on the Camping Field.

A representative from West Wirral attended the Philippines
Jamboree,

A L.A. Conference was held at the 1lst Heswall HQ and judged a
great success.

After an insurance settlement of £750 was paid, 1lst Frankby/Greasby
drew up plans to build a new HQ.

The 2nd Heswall Group (Royal Liverpool Children's Hospital) closed.

1st Thurstaston finally obtained a site for their HQ. Overchurch-

Upton were also building a new HQ.

The President, Mr A J Kentish Barnes announced at the AGM that he
would be donating a prize, to be known as the 'President's Prize'
to be awarded from 1962.

3rd Heswall were granted permission to build their HQ on the

District-owned land at Pensby, adjacent to the old lst Pensby hut.
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At this time, it was the practice to hold quarterly Scouters
meetings (for all Sections) which were well attended. However
there was an emerging trend for the Cub Leaders and Senior
Scout Leaders to hold additional (separate) meetings, which is
today's pattern.

Hilbre receive an eviction order from the Council as their existing

site (Council owned) was required for a sheltered housing project.

The Group moved to the Welsh Presbyterian Church Hall, Alderley
Road.

Mr G Beavan resigned as ADC due to heavy commitments.

Vandalism was becoming a problem at the Overchurch Camp Site; the
neighbouring 4th Moreton HQ also suffered damage. The 6th Moreton
HQ was destroyed by fire. 1st Frankby/Greasby made a start on
building their new HQ on Frankby Field.

The 1lst Hoylake Group closed, after a long history spanning 42 years.
The remaining boys and equipment were transferred to lst Great Meols.

lst Moreton (Presbyterian) were formed; they closed in 1968.

3 boys attended the Greek Jamboree.

Ist Thurstaston Group built their new HQ.

Mr P J Brown (a deputy DC today) joined the District as ADC (Scouts).

After several years of protracted legal negotiations, the site of
the 3rd Heswall hut, including 3' surround, was leased to 3rd Heswall,
the District retaining the remainder of the site.

The Cub Section visited Gilwell for 'Cub Day' in June. At Royden
Park, the District undertook control of Car Parking for the
'Hillbark Players' first open—air production.

Cubs visited Gilwell again. The Scout Section attended a County
Camp at Eaton Hall with 9 Troops represented.

6th Moreton were allocated a plot of land and a grant (towards

erection of a new HQ) by Wallasey Corporation.

The 1st Barnston Group was registered on 13th July (making them
15TH IN SENIORITY TODAY).

The 4th Hoylake (Methodist) was formed early in the year when a
Cub Pack was formed. (However, the Group only survived for 2 years.)

In September, Mr R O Freeman retired after 12 years as DC. He was
replaced by Mr E E Tate.

Nationally, the 'Advance Party Report' was published, heralding
the many changes which followed. The first occurred in October
when 'Wolf Cubs' became 'Cub Scouts'.
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1967 : TFurther changes occurred with the 'Boy Scouts' being renamed
'Scouts', changes in uniform to the current patternm, and launching
of the Venture Scout Sectiomn.

There was thus much local reorganisation to do, with modified
committee structure etc. and this took a lot of the energy of the
new DC and his team.

In pursuit of a suitable Activity Base for Venture Scouting, the
District narrowly missed the purchase of property in N. Wales.

1 boy and 1 leader attended the World Jamboree at Idaho, USA.
Overchurch-Upton parents committee raised the possibility of

transferring to Birkenhead District, but after consultation with
the warranted Scouters, this request was not proceeded with.

1968 : 1st Newton changed their official title to 1lst Newton (Wirral).

The Chief Scout (Sir Charles Maclean) visited the District to open
lst Frankby/Greasby's completed HQ after their lengthy building
project. The Chief also visited a mini-Jamboree at Arrowe Park
where 70 of our Scouts were in camp.

The New District Badge was selected from 14 submissions.

Hoylake UDC offered the District the use of a loft at Royden Park,
also the management of the Camp Field. This led to the establishment
of our current District HQ.

1969 : A party of Scouts from Kansas, USA visited the District after am
International Camp at Gilwell.

The Fiveway Venture Unit was formed from Venture Scouts at

1st Burton, lst and 3rd Heswall, lst Neston and lst Willaston. The
Unit met in the 'Pensby Hut'. Its catchment area straddled that
part of the District most affected by the 1974 boundary revision
and it split up in 1975.

Moreton Scouters expressed concern at rumours of District Boundary
revisions.

The Venture Scout Section were planning an ambitious project to
Cyprus.

1970 : The first 'Scoutabout' was held, realising a profit of £375.

A re-vamped Newsletter was launched with Mrs N Campbell as Editor.
(Newsletter & Editor still going strong in 1982%)

In September, Mr Tate requested 12 months leave of absence (due
to a professional commitment) and the County Commissioner appointed
Mr N J Eccles as Acting DC.

The Cyprus Venture had to be switched to Corsica with only 6 weeks
to go, due to a political crisis in Cyprus.
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4th Heswall Sea Scouts were registered on July 22nd making them
16TH IN SENIORITY TODAY. Their Cub Scout Pack had been 'fostered'
by the 1lst Heswall.
2nd Moreton opened their new HQ.
Mr E Tate returned from leave in September.

Mr R O Freeman (former DC) took over as District Chairman.

The District Headquarters at Royden Park was opened by the Chairman
of Hoylake UDC.

The Margaret Beavan Hospital Group closed as the Hospital no longer
had patients of Scout age.

Mr R Head took over from Mr E Tate as DC in February. Also

Mr R O Freeman resigned at the end of the year, due to removal
from the District. He was replaced by Mr M J Campbell (t today's
Chairman). .

Local Government reorganisation occurred and National HQ reorganised
Scout Ccunties accordingly. Thus as from 1lst April 1974, West
Wirral moved into the new Scout County of Merseyside and lost

3 Groups to Ellesmere Port District which remained in Cheshire
(West). The Three Groups were lst Burton, lst Neston and 1lst
Willaston. The boundary reorganisation did not pass without
opposition but eventually, the inevitable was reluctantly accepted.
The possibility of a Wirral Scout County was raised but again
dismissed by HQ.

Scoutabout became 'Scouter-boat' in support of the Scout Asscciations
National effort to purchase a Lifeboat; £500 was sent from West
Wirral.

The Leas School Group closed in March.

Female Venture Scouts were permitted for the first time; the Hilbre
Unit were the first West Wirral Unit to go mixed.

In September we lost our DC, Ray Head to Yorkshire and Mr F P White
was appointed to succeed him.

Mr G Beavan was elected President in succession to Mr A J Kentish
Barnes. Geoffrey had recently retired as Deputy C.C., a p031t10n
he had held for many years in Cheshire (West) and latterly in
Merseyclde. A major ooportunlty arose through the Government
sponsored 'Job Creation Scheme' and between August '76 and May '77
a total grant of £36,744 was received to cover work at lst Frankby/
Greasby, 1lst Great Msols, Hilbre, 2nd Moreton, 4th Moreton,

Ist Thurstaston and lst Ness Guides.

The first 'Super Cub' was launched as a special feature for Cub
Jubilee Year; organised by the Venture Section - it's still with

us!

The B-P Scout Guild was given a facelift to become the District
Scout Fellowship.
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1977 : Hilbre HQ in Elm Terrace, Hoylake, was opened by Lord Selwyn Lloyd.

4th Heswall applied for RN recognition and received their first
Royal Naval Inspection; an excellent report eventually led to
their inclusion on the list of RN recognised Groups.

West Wirral organised the first 'Geoffrey Beavan Challenge' on
behalf of Merseyside Scout County. This was a canoe event held
on the canals of Cheshire.

Several Venture Scouts participated in a Guard of Honour for HM

the Queen during Jubilee Celebrations in Liverpool; one West Wirral
Venture Scout was presented to the Queen on board the Royal Yacht

in the Mersey.

1978 : A County Church Parade was held at the Anglican Cathedral, at
which Col. K D Patterson received a warrant as County Commissioner
in succession to Mr J Kellaway.

West Wirral organised the second 'Geoffrey Beavan Challenge' on
similar lines to last year.

1979 : A 'Lantern Service' was held on the lawn at Hillbark.

The Cub Section held a trip to the Severn Valley Railway; this
enabled them to contribute £215 to the 'Cub County' Fund for Nepal.

The Cub Section launched its own version of the Arrowe Scheme which
was widely praised.

1980 : The Scout Fellowship organised a spectacularly successful 'Opportunity
'80' weekend of proficiency badge training.

83 Scouts from 15 Troops participated and 140 badges were awarded.

1981 : Peter White retired as DC due to other commitments; Richard Twemlow
was appointed to succeed him,

The organisation of the 'Geoffrey Beavan Challenge' returned to
West Wirral; a new course on the Cheshire canals was used. This
event, together with another successful 'Opportunity '81' made it
a very busy year for the District Scout Fellowship.

A new Group was registered in Heswall. The 5th Heswall (Methodist)
had been 'fostered' by the 3rd Heswall Group whilst the Pack was
established.

1982 : The 7th Moreton (Sacred Heart) Group was registered; again a
neighbouring Group, the 6th Moreton had 'fostered' the Pack for
some time.

The 'Year of the Scout' brought Scouting to the Public attention
and several special events were planned, including a special :
'"International Scoutabout'.

The AGM Guest Speaker is Ray Head, a former DC; in addition all
other West Wirral DCs alive today (7 out of the total of 9) will
be present.
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THE FUTURE?

Who can tell? However, it is abundantly clear that the strong Scouting
base established by so many able leaders over the past 75 years gives
Scouting a certain future and that West Wirral Scouting will continue
to play an important role in the communities we serve.

If you are not already a part of West Wirral Scouting but would like to
join us (in any capacity) why not contact your local Group (see following
page) or the District Commissioner:

Mr R M Twemlow
7, Burlingham Avenue
West Kirby

Tel. 051-625 7244,
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